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Partl WE{REM

Puzzles

Did you do puzzles in your childhood?

When do you do puzzles, during your trip or when you feel bored?

Do you like doing word puzzles or number puzzles? Which is more difficult
for you?

Do you think it is good for old people to do puzzles?

Well, that's a good question. Do riddles count as puzzles? If so, there were
lots of puzzles that | did when | was in elementary school. Our Chinese
teacher liked to give us riddles before class to attract our attention and

everybody did enjoy it.

Um..., like I said, I only did such things in my childhood. And | often spend
most of time on my phone rather than puzzles. Cause | think the reason
why | don't do this often is that | have few chance to see this kinds of stuff

for whatever the reason. Yeah....

Well, | certainly prefer word puzzles if | had a choice. Cause firstly | am so
bad at numbers and the logic stuff, and it drives me crazy if | don't get it
right. On the other hand, | am very good at learning a language because of
my mimic ability and | love to imitate whatever | hear. Yeah, word puzzles

are my first choice.

Well, definitely yes. Puzzles are a good tool for the elderly to keep their
brain active. You know, most of the elderly will spend most of their time

alone later in life. They probably do not have companies to talk with or



someone to do activities with. So puzzles are a great companion for them

to avoid having dementia.

Social media

H W NP

Do you or your friends like using social media?
Do you think your friends use too much social media?
Do you want to work in social media? Why?

What's the most popular social media in China?Why?

Well, I'm not a heavy user of social media. The reason is that when | have
to concentrate on my study, the beeps of the APPs always break my train
of thoughts, which makes me really annoyed sometimes. As for my friends,
| think, they are fans of social media, and they spend too much time on

surfing the internet.

| think so. They always hold their cell phones in hands, searching for
information they are interested in, uploading photos, and sharing all kinds
of experiences on different social platforms. And they can’t help keeping

an eye on their smart phones even in class.

Definitely yes. Nowadays, we are so closely bound up to social media that
to work in such a familiar environment will be easier for me to get in tune
with my workflow. Besides, I, myself, am an enthusiast of social media and
| feel really enjoyed to communicate others through social media, so | can

get my job done better with the passion.

It is Tik Tok, | think. With addictive contents and huge user base, Tik Tok
ranks one of the most hot social media in China. No matter who you are,

you can have the chance to show yourself on the platform. And the content
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is a way to express yourself, which means, you can upload funny clips,
cooking processes, skills for costume matching, and so forth. Anything you

like!

Geography

1. Do you like geography?

2. Have you ever studied geography at school?

3. Are you good at reading a map?

4. Would you visit a country because of its geographical location?

Nope, | remember back in middle school, we had geography lessons and |
hated it a lot when we studied the section of latitude and longitude. You
know, | still don’t get the point of these things as they have nothing to do

with our daily life, though they do play an important role in geography.

Just as | mentioned before, | did back in middle school and during the
freshman year in high school. | didn’t have these lessons after | chose to
study in science in second grade, exactly because geography was not

included in the curriculum.

Yeah, and to be honest , | think | have a very good sense of direction. |
traveled a lot and most often on my own, so it would be unimaginable if |
don’'t know how to read a map. | guess this is a skill that every modern

people should have.

Emmm, | guess not. Given my past experiences, the factors | would take
into consideration when | choose which country to go are , like, the view
and the culture of it. And sometimes my decision might be influenced by

my partner if | travel with others.
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Singing

Hp w0 NP

Do you like singing? Why?
Have you ever learnt how to sing?
Who do you want to sing for?

Do you think singing can bring happiness to people?

Yes | like singing. It sounds narcissistic, but | agree with the comments
from my friends that | sing well, so | often go to karaoke with my friends.
Also, when | was little as a kid, | often participated in the campus singer

competition.

When both in primary and middle school, we had music lessons which
contained some basic music theory, but | never learnt it professionally,
although | personally think that | have some talent for music, since each

time | could learn a new song like a cakewalk while others took hours.

I would like to sing for Eason Chan, who is a Hong Kong singer. He is my
idol since childhood, and I can sing most of his songs. His music stays by

my side through thick and thin so | want him to hear how I sing.

Yes, singing is a way of expression. Through singing, you can confess your
emotions to the public, such as sadness and happiness. There are even
songs that can change people's current mood and state, turning anxiety

into relief.

Snacks

1.

What snacks do you like to eat?
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4.

Did you often eat snacks when you were young?
When do you usually eat snacks now?

Do you think it is healthy for you to eat snacks?

When it comes to snacks, there are many kinds. Generally, chocolate, ice
cream, and cakes are my favorite. | just can't say no to the ice cream,
especially strawberry flavored. When | am not busy, | often have
homemade ice cream for dessert. As for cakes, | am partial to those

combining fresh fruit with fine pastry.

Yeah coz no one gonna resist the temptation from the sweet flavor and the
colorful appearance. When | was young, | always asked my mother to buy
me all kinds of candies, but mom said they were no good for my health and
she did not allow me to eat too much. What she said was true. My teeth
ached when | ate more sweets. Now | learn the lesson and won't eat them

to excess.

Usually, when | am dealing with the tricky work, | eat desserts or dark
chocolate. Desserts can be a cure for bad moods and help to let my hair
down. Also, dark chocolate can put my mind at ease and | really love its

bitterness, which makes me sober.

Well to my knowledge, most snacks are full of fat, salt and sugar. So, it's
definitely not so healthy for me to eat a lot of them or eat those kinds of
food frequently. | tend to have some in my spare time, just eat in
moderation. After all, snacks taste good and they can also put me in a

good mood.
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Names

1. Does your name have a special meaning?

2. How would you choose names for your next generation?

3. Are there any differences between how Chinese name their children now
and in the past?

4. Does anyone in your family have the same name as you?

1. My name is very special to me as it is to my parents. The last two
characters of my name came from the name of a river, more specifically, it
is close to the location where | was born and | believe my parents wanted

me to be as gentle as a flowing river!

2. To be honest I've never thought about this question. But | guess it will
depend on when and where he or she is gonna be born, their genders, my
wishes and expectations for them and some other specific genders. | will
probably go through an alphabetical list of names in a book and check off
the ones I like, or | may choose a name | find appealing and look for others

that are similar.

3. Yes definitely. People, especially people in the ‘40s and ‘50s in China, like
to name their children in a quite traditional way. They would literally put
words such as "strong" or "success" in their children’s name, wishing them
to become a decent person in the future. B 1 contrast, today’s parents are
more idealistic, like how an author would name his or her characters in the

novel, they like to give their kids more poetic and romantic names.

4. No | don't think so. | have a quite unique name and to be honest, | hardly
met anyone who share the same name as me. Except having my father’s

family name, the way my grandparents named my parents is exactly
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different as how my parents named me, so we have completely different

names.

Writing

H w0 NP

Do you write a lot?
What do you like to write? Why?
Do you think the things you write would change?

Do you prefer typing or handwriting when you are writing?

Yes, | often write articles that are either short or long, mostly in my native

language, but sometimes in English or Spanish.

| like to write in different genres. For example, | may write a reflection after
watching a movie, or | may write some notes after reading a novel, and
sometimes | write some diaries. Through writing, | can improve my
expression skills, and | can leave some marks on the books or movies |
have read. In addition, through writing, | can express my inner feelings and
make my mood more pleasant and calm. In addition, | sometimes write
simple articles in foreign languages, hoping to improve my foreign

language skills.

Maybe it would change, but | will continue to write the content | used to
like. In the future maybe | will try to write something else, such as writing
some short stories or novels , because | often have some very strange and
interesting dreams, in which there are many stories | have never read in

books. | would love to use my own pen to write these stories.

Sometimes | like to type because it is significantly faster than handwriting,
about three times faster than handwriting. The speed of handwriting
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sometimes can't keep up with the inspiration, like when you've already
thought of the next few sentences, but your hand is still writing the first few
sentences. In order to write more content, | would choose to type. But if it
Is a diary, | may prefer handwriting, because | don't need to efficient to
write a diary. | can write a little when | think of something, and | don't have
to think about how to write more correctly, | just want to leave some

memories.

Birthday

P w0 N e

What do you like to do on your birthday?
What did you do on your birthday when you were young?
Do you think it is important for you to celebrate your birthday?

Whose birthday do you think is the most important to celebrate in China?

Actually, | prefer to throw a birthday party with friends, which makes me
happy. we are so busy with work that we rarely get the chance to stay
together,but a birthday party is a great chance for everyone to gather

around and share the updates.

When | was young, | usually celebrate my birthday with my family. |
received a variety of gifts such as skirts, jewelry, etc. On my birthday, | also

took a lot of photos with my family to record my happy moments.

| think celebrating birthdays is important to me. Whether celebrating a
birthday with friends or family, this ritual and the feeling of being valued
makes me feel delightful and there is nothing | enjoy more than knowing to

be loved.

In China, | think celebrating birthdays of the elderly such as grandparents
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is the most important. In traditional Chinese culture, Chinese believe that
the aged is a kind of treasure in the family. So People usually attach the
most importance to the birthday of the elderly. Even if everyone is busy,

they will manage to participate in the birthday of the elders.

Public transportation

What kind of public transportation do you usually take?

When do you usually take public transportation, in your everyday life or
when you are travelling?

Do most people prefer public transportation in your country?

Did you take public transportation when you were a kid?

| often take subway. Because there is a subway station within a spitting
distance of my home, it's very convenient to for me to take subway. And

also, metro system in my city is quite adequate.

| take public transportation on a daily basis. Every morning, | take subway
to my workplace. | only grab a cab when | get up late. Also, | will take
public transportation when traveling, because there are so many bus lines

or metro lines in metropolis of China.

In the past, most people will chose public transportation, because taking
bus or subway is cost-effective. However, a disputable fact is that Chinese
become more and more rich with the development of economy, so you can

see there are a lot of private cars on the street nowadays.

Of course , | grow up in a small city, so all the transportation we had was
just buses. When | was a kid, no matter where | went, | always take a bus

cause you know, there was no other choices.
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Weather

H W NP

What's the weather like where you live?

Do you prefer cold or hot weather?

Do you prefer dry or wet weather?

Do you get in the habit of checking the weather forecast? When/How

often?

| live in Chongqing, where the temperature varies in summer and winter.
Chongging is definitely one of the hottest cities in China. In summer the
temperature could easily reach 40 Celsius degree. The good news is that
temperature does not fall below 0 Celsius degree in winter, but since there

is no heater in room, it feels very cold inside.

Personally, | like cold weather more. When it gets hot, | feel dizzy and
could not focus on my work. Adversely, cold weather makes my mind

sharp, | can easily concentrate.

| grew up in Shanxi, a province whose atmosphere is generally dry during
the whole year. Many residents in Shanxi get rhinitis because of such
climate, and | am one of them. When | completed my graduate course in
Guangdong, where the weather is usually wet, | found my rhinitis was

much better. Therefore | like wet weather more.

| don't check weather forecast every day, | only do so when it's cloudy in
the morning. I'm Ok with colder or hotter conditions, so the only concern
would be heavy rains. That's why | only check weather forecast in dark

mornings.
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Technology

el

What technology do you often use, computers or mobile phones?

What electronic devices have you bought lately?

Are there any technology you want to buy?

What are the benefits of technology? Do you think it is important in your

life?

| must use the two devices together on a daily basis. We frequently use
mobile phone or laptop for either work or for contacting friends. On both

device,there are office and social applications.

| have not bought any new devices lately since both house hold appliance
and personal computers are relatively durable and will not be broken in
several years. And even if they are broken ,they could be fixed by their

maintenance department.

Given the choice , | would like to try something like google glass ,which
enables us to lead a highly-efficient life since we could deal with a

multitude of tasks by wearing a pair of glasses.

Sure , it enables people to work globally through telecommunication. Also ,
household appliance frees people from doing toilsome housework and

gives us more time doing whatever we love to do .

Housework and cooking

1.
2.

Do you do some cooking/help your family cook at home now?

Did you do some house cleaning when you were young?
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3. Do you have breakfast at home everyday?

4. Do you want to learn how to cook well?

1. Well, | did cook a lot by myself at home because | feel like I' m a magician
in the kitchen and | can put different kinds of ingredients together, but | don’
t usually help with my family to cook. One of the biggest reason that | don’ t
like to help with them is that I' m a super awful chef in their eyes, so | just

quit and let them show off.

2. Wow,this question just brings back my memories because, actually, my
family went through a hard time when | was a kid, so at that time, | covered
most of the housework, including cleaning the floor, washing the
windows..etc. And | also help with my relatives to clean their house too, so

that | can get pay from it. That's it.

3. Nah,my work schedule is pretty tight, and | often oversleep, so that|don’t
have time to make breakfast at home everyday. But | can make delicious
breakfast on weekends when I'  m off my duty,and | can also enjoy my

personal songs while making the breakfast.

4. To be honest ,yes I'm so desperate to learn how to cook well , like making
some gourmet delicacy. On the foundation of that, | feel it's pretty crucial
for a woman to cook well ,because that’'s another way to bond with your
kids and husband. It brings you a happy and firm family, and plus, it also
represents that you already have a practical skill ,so yeah,| truly want to

learn that.

Morning time

1. Do you like getting up early in the morning?
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2. What do you usually do in the morning?
3. What did you do in the morning when you were little? Why?
4. Are there any differences between what you do in the morning now and

what you did in the past?

1. Well, to be honest with you, unless it's weekdays, or | don't like getting up
early. | have a habit of staying up late at night, so getting up early is not easy
for me to do. If | don't have to work the next day, probably | won't get up until

10 a.m..

2. Umm..., what do | usually do in the morning? On weekdays, | usually get up
at 7 to catch the earliest bus to my company, cause it's quite far from my home.
And when | arrive, there's a lot of stuff that | need to do, like checking emails
from colleagues. While on weekends, like | said, I'd rather get up late to make

up for the sleep that | lose during weekdays.

3. Well, when | was little, | remember | spent most of time studying in the
morning. Even if | wanted to stay a little longer, my parents did not allow me to
do that. Cause they thought the most important thing that kids needed to do is
to study in the morning with a fresh mind. Except that, sometimes | would go

out to play basketball, like practicing my shooting skills.

4. Sure, there are many differences. The most remarkable one is, like |
mentioned, that now | get up early because | need to work to provide for myself.
In the past, | didn't need worry about spending time doing something else, like
playing computer games. So everything | do now gotta be valuable and try not

to waste time.
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Partl FEI3IR

Hometown

Is that a big city or a small place?

Is there anything you dislike about it?

What do you like(most) about your hometown?
Do you like living there?

Do you like your hometown?

How long have you been living there?

Please describe your hometown a little.

Do you think you will continue living there fora long time?

My hometown is Shanghai, which is a metropolis and one of the

best-developed city in China.

Yes,| think the housing price is too high; the rent is really expensive, and
it's nearly impossible for young people to afford an apartment of their own

with an average salary.

What | like most about Shanghai is the diversity. Here you are offered so

many

leisure facilities, art exhibitions, museums and historical sites that you

could visit.

Yeah, | really enjoy living in this city because of the convenience. Shanghai
has a well-developed transportation system, so it's easy to get to different

places by subway or by bus.
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6. Yes, | love my hometown. | have been living here for 30 years. I've
witnessed the growth of the city,how more and more buildings and

shopping malls came into being.l have too much nostalgia for this place.

7. | have been living here for30 years since | was born.

8. Shanghai is a cosmopolitan city; it welcomes people from all over the
country. It's beautiful, | mean, if you've ever been to the Bund in the
evening, the Huangpu River,and the illuminated high-rise, the Oriental

Pearl TV tower in the red light, well, the views are just breathtaking.

9. I|suppose I'm gonna live in here for the rest of my life. Now I'm having a job,

which is stable and satisfactory; also, I'm considering buying a small flat.

Home/Accommodation

What do you usually do in your flat?
What room does your family spend most of the time in?

Can you describe the place where you live?

Hp w0 NP

What's the difference between where you are living now and where you
have lived in the past?

Do you plan to live there for a longtime?

How long have you lived there?

What part of your home do you like the most?

Please describe the room you live in.

© © N o v

Do you prefer living in a house or a flat?

10. Are the transport facilities to your home very good?

1. Well, I like to do whatever makes me feel relaxed in my flat. When | get
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home, the first thing | would do is playing with my cat. Then | would lie in
the sofa and watch my favorite TV series. On weekends, | do Yoga in the

living room or cook a nice meal for myself.

If I return to my hometown, | would live with my parents. At that time, we
would spend most of the time in the living room. There is a huge LCD
television in the living room. Every evening, we watch TV shows together

after dinner. We would laugh out loud together.

I live in a comfortable and cozy flat. It is a duplex apartment. | live on the
21st floor. From the window of my bedroom, | can overlook the garden in

the housing estate. It is not very big, but | still have enough space.

| used to live in a small bungalow. | even found a snake in our bathroom.
Roaches, wall lizards, mosquitoes were frequent guests/regulars. There
was a cherry tree in our small yard. | used to climb on the tree to pick the
sweet cherries. Now both my parents and | have moved to a flat. Of course,

there are few insects in our home now.

Well, now that | am very satisfied with this flat. Because it has a good
location and a good environment. Living there means less commuting time.
Therefore, as long as | do not change my job or the landlord doesn't raise

the rent, | do plan to live there for a long time.

I've been lived in that flat for almost one and a half years. | rented the flat
through an APP called "Ziroom" , which is a Chinese-based apartment

rental services company.

My favorite part of that flat is my bedroom. | carpeted my room with many
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soft mats, so | can walk around my bedroom with bare feet. Moreover, |
have a queen-size bed which is extremely soft. Lying in my bed is like lying

on the clouds. It makes me feel completely relaxed.

8. Well, my room is bright and well-furnished.To be more exact, a king-size
bed, a minimum style desk , and a vintage bookshelf are equipped in my
room. Plus, | own a wall decorated with all my photos and painting, which
recalls me the old memories from time to time.

9. | prefer living in a house. | think house is better than flat. Firstly, many
houses have a backyard where the pet can live and play. Also, you can
have a garden in the backyard, and plant some flowers to decorate your
house.

10. Quite good. My apartment is 5 to 10 minutes5 walk from the subway
station.Therefore, it is very convenient to go to work from my place. Also,
there are a lot of shared bikes nearby.So,if | want to go to the shopping
mall, | can just ride a bike.

Work or Study

1. Where do you work?

2. What kind of job do you do?

3. What have you learned from your job?

4. What do you major in?

5. Are you happy with the subject you are studying in?

6. What have you learned in your area of studies?

7. Why did you choose to do that type of work (or,that job)?

8. Do you miss being a student?

9. Why do you choose to study that subject?
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10.
11.
12.

Do you prefer to study in the mornings or in the afternoons?
Are you looking forward to working?

Do you like your subject?

| work in an insurance company in Shanghai.

I'm a salesperson in an insurance company.

A lot of things. I've come to learn how to deal with clients. | think I've

become better at communication and interpersonal relationship.

| majored in mathematics back in college.

Yeah,| suppose so, most of the time. Some subjects can be really difficult

though.

Mainly about math. Linear algebra, geometry,statistics. Also, how to apply
math to daily situations and use a mathematical model to solve real-life

problems.

At the beginning, | was told that this job offers abundant salary. And also, |
like dealing with people, so | thought perhaps being a salesperson would

work for me.

Yeah, it's easy to miss the good old days. Back in college, you don't really
need to worry about earning bread and butter. All you have to do is
studying, and experiencing all kinds of school activities to decide what you

want to do in the future.

The reason was that | had much interest in math, and | always consider
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myself sensitive to numbers.

10. | prefer studying in the morning, when I'm most energetic. After a good

sleep, it's easy to focus. However, in the afternoon, | sometimes get sleep

after lunch, so | may not be that efficient.

11. No, I'm not. | prefer staying on campus. It's less stressful.

12. Well, for most of the time, yes. It's quite challenging though. | have to work

really hard not to fall behind.

Where you live

N o g k& w NP

Which town or city do you live in?

Are you going to move in the near future?

Do you live in a house or an apartment?

Do you plan to live there for a longtime?

What can you see from your window of your flat or your house?
Have you ever lived in the countryside?

Will you live in the countryside in the future?

I'm living in Shanghai, which is a metropolis and one of the best-developed

city in China.

No. | probably will live in here for the rest of my life. Now I'm having a job,

which is stable and satisfactory; also, I'm considering buying a small flat.

| live in a really small flat, with one living room and only one bedroom. But

it's well-equipped, I'd say.
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Yeah.| probably will live in here for the rest of my life. Now I'm having a job,

which is stable and satisfactory; also, I'm considering buying a small flat.

| can see tall buildings, and an overpass.

Not really, although I visited some of my relatives in the countryside when |

was young. | didn’t stay for long, usually for one or two days.
No, | don’'t suppose so. I'm used to living in a big city, with all the

convenience of transport and the variety of facilities. | imagine it would be

difficult for me to Kill time if | were to live in the countryside.
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Part 2

Describe a program you like to watch

You should say:
What it is
What it is about
Who you watch it with

And explain why you like to watch it

Well, | am gonna describe a TV program that | have watched for a couple of
times — Prison Break. It has been rated as one of the most classic and highest
score TV programs. | remember the first time | watched it was like in middle
school, when | was pretty interested in English and it was a good material for
me to pick up the language. Every now and then, | watch it to kill my time.

As for what it is about? The name just reveals its content. The story is about
Michael Scofield, the hero, rescuing his wrongly blamed bother Lincoln
Burrows. He is a talented architectural engineer, while his brother is a thug
who’s been set up by an organization called ‘company’. The whole story is
about how his talented brother goes into the prison by deliberately committing
a crime and breaking out the prison with his brother by tattooing the whole plan
on his body. Well, actually what | just told you is a tip of iceberg of this
impressive TV program. | wish | had more time to share it with you.

| often watch this myself on Netease, which is like Netflix in the US. | believe
the reason | enjoy watching this is that it can always give me a sense of
excitement and mystery even if | clearly know what it is going to happen in

every episode. And maybe that's also why it is said to be the best and the

28



forerunner of American TV programs.

Part 3

1.

2
3.
4

What programs do people like to watch in your country?
Do people in your country like to watch foreign TV programs?
What's the benefit of letting kids watch animal videos than visiting zoos?

Do teachers play videos in class in your country?

Well, there are plenty of programs that people like to watch in China. Like
for girls, they particularly enjoy watching whatever the latest TV programs
with those handsome boys. For boys, we prefer watching action movies.
Now, you know, the online streaming is quite popular in China, like food
blogger, travel blogger and so on. Young people like to spend their time on

that. Yeah, that's all | can think of.

Yeah, | believe now we are living in the internet world. | mean everything
about movies or new TV programs around the world, as long as it's
released, we can watch anytime anywhere. Like the Games of Thrones,
which is so popular like two years ago, released its last episode 8.
Netitizens in China love to watch this kind of epic and magical series.
Besides, South Korean reality shows are the top choices for many girls to

watch cause many of their favorite idols are likely to attend these shows.

Well, let me see. Watching animal videos rather than visiting zoos have a
couple of advantages. The first one that | can think of is that kids are
actually easy to feel afraid if they see animals in person, so watching them
by videos could act as a safer way for them to feel dangers for better
preparation for going to the zoos later in life. And considering the Covid
pandemic recently, it is also a safer way of seeing animals at the same
time while avoiding contacting with other people.
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4. Well, from my personal experience, we did not have a chance to watch
videos in class like 10 years ago, cause our teachers paid great attention
to our study, fearing that videos could be a distraction. But now, | believe
most of the classrooms in cities are equipped with projector and some
other high-tech devices, so teachers are likely to use help from videos to
better deliver their classes. Still, not all schools are well fitted with
video-playing devices, so it is hard to say all teachers will play videos in

class.

iR AL

Part 2

Describe a person who likes to dress fashionably

You should say:
Who he/she is
What job he/she does
What kind of clothes he/she wears

And explain why he/she likes fashion

A person who loves to dress fashionably is Wang Yibo, who is a singer, dancer,
and actor. Among all stars in China, I'm a big fan of him. He's super handsome,
charming, awesome...There's more compliment than | can tell. And he
deserves them. Although he didn't get higher education from school, he's

hard-working for what he's doing.

When he was young, he was into hip-hop. After more than a year's hard
training, he ranked the top 16th in a high-level competition. He has a gift for
hip-hop so that he was spotted by a talented scout. And after that, he had a
very good performance in a popular TV series called 'Chenqingling’. Apart from
that, Yibo has also been quite active in the fashion circle. He always wears the
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clothes that are full of hip-hop and fashion elements. Lots of paparazzi pursue
him wherever he travels for taking a candid photograph. When the photos are
posted on the internet, the clothes and shoes he wore always become popular
in the market. | guess the reason why he enjoys fashion is that he wants to
express his love for hip hop and some other hobbies through the way he
dresses. He is obsessed with hip hop dance and never stops learning new
dance moves. He loves racing motorcycle and he tried his best to get the No.1.
He likes skateboard, and then he kept practicing until he can be good at it.
All of them are the underlying meaning of his clothes fashions. His passion for

hip hop dance and other hobbies becomes a unique fashion.

Part 3

1. Do you think online shopping will replace in-store shopping in the future?
Why?

2. Why is fashion very important to some people?

3. Are older people as fashionable as young people? Why?

4. Are women more fashionable than men? Why?

1. | dont think so, because compared with in-store shopping,
online shopping still has many disadvantages. When shopping in physical
stores, you can try those clothes or shoes in person, even change another
one if you find it not suitable to yourself. However, if shopping online, you
can never be sure whether the product is exactly what you see in the
picture or read in the descriptions. What you receive may be much
different from what is in your mind, for instance, strange color, wrong size

or bad quality. Secondly, the products may be lost in the express delivery.

2. A French fashion designer once said, "fashion is not only in clothes, but
also in the sky and on the
street."Fashion is very important to some people, because fashion is
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related to their thoughts, their lifestyle and what is happening. Real fashion
is not only determined by people's clothing choices, but also conveyed by

the way they carry them.

3. Well, | would agree older people are as fashionable as young people, but |
don't think older people understand the fashion young people pursue,
because fashion changes with time. Maybe some fashion today is
unacceptable to our grandparents. In their mind, some fashionable things
are ridiculous and irritating. But in old days, they all own fashions. For
example, my grandmother liked to wear cheongsam when she was young.
Fashion is something valued by lots of people at a time but soon fades.
When we become as old as our grandparents, maybe there will be some

other eye-dazzling fashions which make us embarrassed.

4. | don't think so. They just like different styles, so they express different
kinds of fashion. Most women like flowers, dolls and other things that show
feminine beauty and nurture children, while men usually more like knives,
guns, cars, intellectual toys and other toys that show competition and
strength characteristics. So women always wear pink, red, and purple
clothes to display some fashion idea, which represent the gentleness of
women and the beautiful characteristics of flowers. But men often wear

blue, green or black and other colors that express calmness and strength.

A=y

Part 2

Describe a photo you took that you are proud of

You should say:
When you took it
Where you took it
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What is in this photo

And explain why you are proud of it

The photo I'd like to mention here is the one that was taken when | got my first
prize on painting. In the photo, you can see a smiling girl holding the honor
certificate in hands. I still remember that when | got the news that | had won
the prize, | felt so excited and ran back home at once to share my joy with my
parents. Not surprisingly, they both were very proud of me and took the photo

for me to mark the moment.

If you ask me why I'm so proud of this photo and this moment, there are two
reasons. The first one is that the prize | won was on the behalf of my primary
school. When the teacher who was in charge of class told me that | was
recommended to participate in the painting contest, | accepted it with great
pleasure. Although my competitors were really excellent painters, | won the

glory for my school with the help of teachers and schoolmates.

The second reason is that | challenged myself and gained a sense of
achievement during my struggling for the painting contest. In fact, painting is
my hobby, and I'm not that professional. But for the collective honor, | devoted
myself into the entry. It didn’t go well at first, because | had to spend much time
on determining the theme, the way to mix the colours, and some other details.
But fortunately, many friends of mine were also enthusiasts of painting who
offered me numerous useful advice from their own perspectives. Finally, |
managed to go over all the difficulties, and | created a piece of work that is

quite satisfactory.

Part 3
1. Why do some people like to record important things with photos?
2. What can people learn from historical photographs?
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Is taking photos the best way to remember something?

Which is better,taking photos or keeping a diary?

There are two main reasons, | think. First, it is unreasonable to expect that
human's brain can remember everything in life, even only important things,
so taking photos to record these things is an effective way to help people
to recall the memorable moments. Second, many people have the willing
to share their significant life experiences with others. In this case,
photo-taking is the most direct way to help them to communicate with their
audiences, because transmission of visual stuffs are more impressive than

only verbal communication.

The first thing we can learn from the historical photos is the real history. Of
course, historical documents can also show the truth, but a period of
history with photos as proof is more convinced. After all, our ancients did
not master the skills to have the photos photoshopped. Another thing we
can learn is the beauty of arts. Indeed, some of the photographs record
lots of fancy arts, including vases, clothes, and other stuffs. These photos
give us the chance to enjoy the beauty of traditional artifacts and to
produce our modern beauty based on the intelligence and experiences of

our ancestors.

There are so many ways to remember something in mind. Taking photos
may not be the best way, but it's an effective way to help people memorize
important events. According to the research, the neurotransmission from
eyes to brain is really strong, which means people can remember things
quickly and deeply with the help of photos. Of course, taking photos is not
the only way to bear something in mind. Other ways, such as keeping a
dairy, taking advantage of APPs, and recording voice messages, are
indeed good enough for remembering.
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4. It depends actually. Different contents and aims needs different ways. If I'm
on a journey, I'd like to choose to take photos, because language turns out
to be pale when I'm facing a gorgeous natural scenery. When | go back
home, I still can share my photos with my friends. If I'm overwhelmed in an
emotion, | prefer keeping dairy, because when | write down what | thought,
| can release myself at a slow pace and such a self-reflection calms my

nerves, which will make me feel better then.
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Part 2

Describe an outdoor activity you did in a new place recently

You should say:
What the activity is
Who invited you to participate in it
Whether you asked for help in the activity

And explain what change you had in the activity

This August | went to Aranya Music Festival held in Qinghuang Island of Hebei
province where | spent marvelous and unforgettable three days enjoying the
music and the sea-view. As | don’t have friends who share this interest with me,

| took my annual leave and went there on my own.

From a very young age, I've got this passion for music. | guess | inherited this
interest from my parents. My mom used to sing karaoke at home after work,
and | got my first CD player from my dad as a gift when | was in 5" grade in
primary school, before that CD player, | use cassette players to listen to music.
What a memory. And my father is also a big music fan.So, music is like the

most royal friend in my life, and | enjoy a lot of different genres of music
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especially rock music, and this is the very first reason why the minute | got the
news that tickets of Aranya was on sales, | bought the gig ticket immediately

on the App.

| lost my sunglasses on the first day after the show of Shanghai Qiutian, so |
went to the lost and found session to ask for help. Luckily someone picked up
my sunglasses from the beach and gave it to the staff, so | got it back after the

staff asked me several questions to assure my possession of the item.

| can’t explain how much I love this festival. Every one of the bands | went to
see put on a great show and the Aranya itself had such an amazing and
beautiful beach. | thank it a lot, coz | totally changed my mood, as | had been
fully occupied with my work since the beginning of June. And there were so
many challenges and stress going on everyday, I've stress out from all this,
and the incredible experiences | had during these three days took all my

troubles away.

Part 3

1. What outdoor activities are popular in China?

2. Are those people who like dangerous activities more likely to be
successful?

3. Do you think it's better for people to change jobs when there are new
chances?

4. Should young people try as many new activities as possible?

1. | think there are no big differences in the outdoor activities that people
enjoy, whether it's in china or other countries. There are a number of
outdoor activities Chinese people do, like go hiking , skiing and camping.
Recently, | have heard camping a lot from my relatives and friends and on
the internet. Guess this is the most popular one now.
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2. Well, successful can be defined in many ways. If it's about money and
fame, then | don't think being into dangerous activities is related to being
successful, or maybe there’s minor connection that these people are often
adventurous so they may be more likely to seize the chance to succeed.
And if being successful means doing their best and always breaking their

limits, then definitely they are successful.

3. Always weighs up the pros and cons before you make any decisions
especially those life changing ones. Generally, you would work in a
company for several years, so changing a job comes together with a great
many changes in life. Like the commuting methods and time, the meals
you could have, the colleague you have and the working environment and
your mindset. So if the benefits outweighs the risks that comes along, then

just go for it. If not, then it's better to stay unchanged.

4. The answer is definitely yes, as life is all about experiencing different
things and widening your view and breaking the limits. So as long as
participating in these activities would not interfere with their study and suit

their interests , then it's okay to take part in as many as they want.
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Part 2

Describe the home of someone you know well and that you often visit

You should say:
Whose home it is
How often you go there
What it is like

And explain how you feel about the home
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Since settling down in the other suburbs of my city, my cousin Eric had invited
me many times to visit his place, but because of a rather busy schedule from
my side, | just couldn’t entertain his request until very recently. In fact, | visited
his house many times when we were both kids, and | would like to take this

opportunity to describe his house in Xiamen, where is a coastal city.

Anyway, even though, | am calling it a "house", it looks and feels more like a
"luxury villa", as far as | am concerned. The single building structure, or the
actual residence, could be found there standing only on an area of 180 square
meters, but the empty space, surrounding the building, is probably as large as

an average football stadium.

By the way, there is a swimming pool just in front of the villa and a bit farther
away from it, a beautiful garden can also be seen. | could also see at least 6
bay windows to ensure maximum light entering the house and 4 sculpted
balconies around it, offering the villa a rather classy and elegant look.

Inside the building, there are 4 large bedrooms, one kitchen and a huge living
area, and all of them has a wooden floor on them. However, inside the rooms,
which are conveniently located at a fair distance from each other in order to
ensure maximum privacy, | didn’t really see many furniture, but the colour of its

interior painting was simply stunningly beautiful.

Well, | really liked the villa, mainly because it was very spacious and it has all
the elements of luxury. Besides, the villa is located at a safe distance from the
main roads so that no noise of vehicles can be heard. Finally, | also like the
fact that the villa was made with a very nice and uncommon design in an

octagon shape.

Part 3
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What are the differences between buildings in the city and in the
countryside?

Do you prefer to live in the city or in the countryside?

What safety risks are there in residential buildings in cities?

Is it expensive to decorate a house or an apartment in the place where you

live?

One pronounced difference is the amount of space per person. In cities,
buildings are usually tall and crowded to save space, people has very little
open space. Therefore, inviting friends to home can only have indoor
activities. Unlike rural areas, buildings there tend to be less tall, providing a
good scenery. There is a lot of open space that can be used for a series of

recreational activities, such as outdoor barbecues.

It is true that most young people don’t enjoy living in the countryside,
neither do I. Actually, there are fewer facilities and entertainment in the
countryside. | would prefer to live in the city where provides more stuff |
fancy. While old people prefer to live in the countryside, because they like

the fresh air and the slow life of the villages.

The first risk comes out of my mind is when some disasters come, such as
in a fire or an earthquake, it is more difficult for people to escape, residents
who live on the 20th floor have to run 20-floors stairs to go down. The
entire process is very time-consuming, so the higher the danger
presented.Also, children who are at home alone are easy to climb to the
balcony while playing, the risk of falling from balcony is relatively high.
Even though parents are aware of such dangers, similar casualties can

occur if children run to the top floor of the building on their own.
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4. | believe that no matter in which area, decoration is a big project, which is
not only time-consuming, but also pricy. Because those products for
furnishing need to be used for at least decades, people tend to buy
high-quality products, so their prices will be relatively high. If one has high
requirements not only for quality, but also for a perfect product, it will cost

an arm and a leg.

Fit

Part 2

Describe a disagreement you had with someone

You should say:
Who you had the disagreement with
What the disagreement was
What happened

And explain how you felt about it

A few years ago during the summer | had a big disagreement with one of my
closest friends about a trip we were planning to go to. It was just after the final
exam in our university when one of our friends proposed to plan for a trip. We
planned to visit a foreign country and have the tour for about two weeks. The
disagreement occurred with Johnny when he proposed to visit Thailand while |

preferred travelling to England.

Johnny might have reasons to visit Thailand but | preferred to visit a place far
away from our home country and enjoy the tranquility and rich heritage of
England. | argued that majority of other friends have agreed to visit England
and the sudden change of the plan would deter many of them to actually join
us. | also tried to convince him that Thailand would be a too exotic a place for

us and less interesting for the trip. He seemed quite determined to go to
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Thailand and completely adamant to listen to my reasons. After an hour’s
argument, frustration and disagreement, | told him that | would in no way tour
to Thailand. My friend insisted that we should have an unusual tour and
unfamiliar experience from this tour. | admitted that his opinion was reasonable
but we should value other friends’ opinion before fighting each other. When he
kept on arguing, | became angry and more frustrated and left his house that

day.

After returning home | felt a bit ashamed to quarrel over such a silly issue with
my friend when | could have easily fixed that in a much calmer way. | texted
him at night and asked him to meet me next evening. | also informed other
friends who were willing to take part in the tour and we had a much friendlier
discussion at that time. One of the friends proposed that we take the tour in
Australia where she has her relatives and friends. She also proposed that we
should talk to our parents about our destination and should not fix that until our

parents give their opinions and consent.

This friend was Jane and her idea and explanation were something we could
not refute. Thus the disagreement ended and we finally had our tour in

Australial

Part 3

1. What would you do if you disagree with someone?

2. How can we stop an argument from escalating into a fight?

3. Who do you think should teach children to respect their teacher?
4

What disagreements do parents and children usually have?

1. It depends primarily upon the issue. If it is a minor alteration, | leave no
stone unturned to not let it escalate and discuss it with the person |
disagree with and carry on. However, if it's something vital, | usually insist
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on my own opinions. | believe reasonable debating isn't really a bad thing,

in contrast, it opens our mind by standing in other’s shoes.

2. | think remaining calm and rational is a prudent approach. | think the
optimum method to de-escalate issues is to wait. We always make
imprudent choices when we give unnecessary attention to our issues. |
usually take the services of a neutral person and make informed decisions

blessed on the feedback.

3. | think it is the bounded duty of both parents and teachers to teach good
qualities to children. However, there is no denying in the conviction that
things are better learned by observing others. Children acquire a lot of
traits by watching their parents, so parents must behave prudently in front

of them.

4. In my opinion, children are most likely to disagree their parents on things
they playing. for example, a large amount of parents try to prevent their
children spend times on phones, while their kids are becoming more and

more obsessed with electronic devices.
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Part 2

Describe a popular place for sports (e.q. a stadium) that you’ve been to

You should say :

Where it is
When you went there
What you did there

And explain how you felt about this place
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One of my favorite and popular places for sports is a park near my home,
about a kilometer or so away. This park is a very beautiful place with lots of
plants and pristine lakes. The view is very nice, and in addition there is an
open track around the lake, and there is some simple fitness equipment in the

park, so it is very popular.

| usually go there on weekends or weekdays after work. If | have free time, my

first choice is this park.

If I go to this park on weekends , | mainly run or cycle along the lake, and | feel
healthier and happier through running and cycling. If I go to this park on
weekdays after work, | usually sit by the lake and enjoy the view ,and see what
people are doing. Inside the park there are young people jogging, old people

boxing, couples walking with their children, etc.

| think this park is great in that it meets the needs of people for recreation as
well as for physical fithess, and people of all ages can be satisfied. The most

important thing is that this park is free of charge.

Part 3

1. Do young people like to do sports?

2. What are the benefits of sports for children?
3. Isit necessary to build public sports spaces?
4

What do you think of companies donating sports venues for poor children?

1. Ithink young people are getting more and more into sports because of the
influence  from  various media or  from social media
platform influencers. Young boys and girls are increasingly concerned
about their appearance and figure, so they choose to do sports to improve
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their external image.

There are many benefits of sports for children. First, sports can make
children healthier and make them have more energy, which
is beneficial to their study and life. Secondly, sports can give children the
opportunity to play with other children of the same age,which can enhance
their social skills. In addition, according to some surveys, sports are also

very helpful in improving children's attention.

| think it is necessary to establish a public sports space because
of the following reasons. First, public sports space can make more people
participate in exercise, which is helpful to improve the physical quality of
the public. Secondly, public sports space is a great benefit for those who
cannot afford the gym. In short, building public sports spaces is very

beneficial.

| think there are pros and cons to companies sponsoring poorer children's
sports funds. For poorer children, they also have the need to do sports, but
because they don't have money, they may not have the means to meet
their sporting needs. It is naturally very good if someone sponsors them,
because doing sports is not only good for physical health, but also good for
the children's mental health. However, doing so may also hurt the child's
self-esteem, so the manner of funding is also important, and the best way

to fund them is in a more confidential way.

i
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Describe an object that you think is beautiful

You should say:
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What it is
Where you saw it
What it looks like

And explain why you think it is beautiful

The beautiful object that | want to share with you is a blue and white porcelain

vase,which is the embodiment of traditional Chinese craftsmanship.

Earlier this year, | was fortunate enough to visit Beijing Museum. | spent a day
exploring it, which has one of the best art collections in the world. When |
walked around the whole museum,l saw the vase.lt is the one that really

captured my attention.

This is a fabulous vase dating from Yuan dynasty.The decorative pattern is
sparse and ingenious. The body of the vase has three sections of decoration.
The main body is decorated with two cloud dragon patterns, which is traditional
Chinese element.The shoulders are painted with tangled peonies, and the
shins are painted with lotus patterns. The decoration and painting are skillful

and smooth. | mean, it is real art.

| am a person who loves Chinese culture, especially the handicrafts of ancient
China, so this vase is very appetizing to me; And it's so exquisite, I'm sure no

one will dislike it and no one won't be surprised by its delicacy.

Part 3

1. Do you think there are more beautiful things now than in the past? Why?
2. What beautiful scenery spots are there in your country?

3. Where do you think people usually come into contact with beautiful things?
4

Why do you think people create beautiful things?
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| don't think so.Nowadays, we live in a fast rhythm, and we seldom spend
their time on improving the sophistication. The general pursuit is
practicality. Therefore, many things are simple designs, neither beautiful
nor delicate; in the past, people were more in pursuit of the exquisiteness
of items, and they would spend more time making an item. So there were

more beautiful things in the past than in the present.

There are too many beautiful scenic spots in China. If you want to
experience the gentle beauty of the broken bridge and the snow, you can
go to the West Lake; if you want to experience traditional Chinese culture,
you can go to the Forbidden City, which shows the breadth and depth of
culture everywhere. If you want to enjoy the expansive beauty, you can go
to the Inner Mongolia prairie. No matter what kind of beauty you want to

see, you can find it in China.

| think people generally encounter beautiful things in scenic spots or
museums. On one hand, scenic spots and museums do have many
beautiful things that refresh people's eyes and make people marvel at the
beauty of nature or man-made; on the other hand, in daily life, people are

often too busy to admire beautiful things.

First of all, people always pursue the good. So people will choose to satisfy
their pursuit by making beautiful things. Second, beautiful things give
people a kind of visual enjoyment and a sense of satisfaction of desire,
and this satisfaction will prompt people to create.
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Describe something you had to share with others
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You should say:
What it was
Who you shared it with
Why you had to share it with others

And explain how you felt about it

Well , | have shared my CDs with one of my best friends. The friend hamed

Kate and | are both fans of a rock band , so we built a strong bond immediately

when we met in a party. Since then, we often hung out and went to the

livehouse together.

One day, after a show, she visited my apartment , and that's when she noticed

my collection of CDs once she came in. Because | have been keen on this
band since | was a teenager , | bought a lot of CDs of the band at that time.

Now these CDs have became so rare that you can not get them anymore. Kate
felt super surprised, since she never thought that | have owned so many old

CDs. Then, she asked me whether she can borrow these CDs.

To be honest, | was entangled with this request , because these CDs, which

are a part of my memory of youth, means so much to me. However, finally, |
shared these CDs with her nonetheless, since | could feel how much she like
them and also since we are best friends. Sharing always makes me happy,

because it can strengthen the bond of friendship.

Part 3
1. Do you think kids like to share? Why?
2. How can parents teach their children to share?

3. What do you think is the benefit of sharing for children?
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Is there anything that parents would persuade children to share with

others?

It depends. If we talk about children below 5 years old, | think they won't
like to share. It is like a kind of instinct, when you make them share their

foods or toys,they may feel unhappy. But, talking about children for school
age , | think they are willing to share , because this is a way to make friends

and strengthen their bonds at school.

Be a model. You know children imitate their parents ,so if their parents can

share with others , they will also try to do so. Moreover, parents can buy

some books about sharing for their children, so they can be inspired by

stories in books.

Like | said before, actually, sharing is a good way to make friends when

you meet some new ones, especially at school. When you share snacks,

magazines or CDs with others , your classmates will feel that you are kind

and friendly. On the other hand , you can find a lot of common topics with

others.

In China, | think parents always persuade children to share toys with
others. You know, this topic even caused a lot of chaos on the internet,

because many people have the same experience. For example, when |
was a child , whenever my relatives and their children visited my home, my
parents would definitely ask me to share my toys with other children. |
always felt unhappy with this kind of behavior, because you know , toys are

treasures for every child.
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Part 2

Describe a problem you had while shopping online or in a store

You should say:
When it happened
What you bought
What problem you had

And explain how you felt about the experience

Well, this question reminds me of a recent experience when | shopped online.
It was about a month ago, when | found | was running out of laundry detergent
and toothpaste, together with cat food for my pets. Because of the relative
lower price, | chose to buy some on Taobao rather than shopping from local

market.

However, just the day after | placed the order, my neighbourhood got
locked-down because of a sudden outbreak of the pandemic. Public
transportation was cut off, and all delivery companies suspended their services.
The situation lasted for about two weeks. Although my laundry detergent and
toothpaste did not run out, my cats ate up all the cat food that | had preserved.
| could not wait for the traffic to re-open, so | hanged around the
neighbourhood, looking forward to some opening pet store. Luckily, | finally
found one, and my cats were safe from starvation. This experience tells me
that online shopping is not always reliable, sometimes it's better to buy things

in physical stores.

Part 3
1. What kind of service do you think is good?
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2. What are the differences between shopping online and in stores?
3. What problems do customers often have while shopping?
4. What do you think customers should do when there are problems with the

products they bought online?

1. 1 think a good service should not make its clients wait for too long. The
server should respond to their customers' demands as soon as possible,
with effective solutions. Even if sometimes the customer has to wait in
queue, the service provider should come up with ideas to make the

customer wait without complaints.

2. There will be much more choices when shopping online, which indicates
that a buyer is more likely to find a good deal when he buys something via
internet. However, the problem is that the quality of the merchandise might
not as good, because it is definitely harder for authorities to supervise a

virtual market.

3. The most common problem is about price. It is always hard to find
something both good in quality and attractive in price. In addition, when
people buy shoes or clothing, it is not a rare occasion where they could not

find one fitting in their sizes. This is truly annoying.

4. The first thing is to take photos of the product, and then communicate with
the seller, using the photos as evidence to ask for a switch or refund. If the
seller does not agree to do so, the customer could make complaints to the

platform and ask them to intervene.

ENSFZIRIRIFR

Part 2
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Describe an impressive English lesson you had and enjoyed

You should say:
What it was about
When you had it
What the teacher did

And why you enjoyed the lesson

When | was in middle school , our teacher gave us a very unforgettable
English class that we could always remember. The class was about some

texts referring to sculpture, in which we were introduced sculpture.

In order to let us be totally sympathetic with those toilsome sculptor , the
teacher asked us to prepare a bar of soap for the class. After the introduction
part of this demanding art in English , she required all of us to embark on
sculpting our own artwork on the soap. Although soap is much softer than
sculptors’ materials ,like granite or sandstone, we did feel a great challenge to
engrave the nice art in it. Therefore , we experienced the feelings of sculptors

and do feel that it is such a tricky task to sculpt.

This class is very different from other English class because it is very
thought-provoking and we are able to wear others’ shoes .After this class , we
had a very deep impression upon those related English words. Plus ,we
showed great respect for not only sculptors but also other artists because we
know their job is full of hardships . Besides, we learned a lesson that no matter

how hard a task is, we could always figure out a solution to the problem.

Part 3

1. Why do people learn foreign languages?

2. What makes a good foreign language teacher?

3. Do you think grammar is important when learning foreign languages?
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4.

Is it interesting to be a foreign language teacher? Why?

There are various reasons for people to learn another languages . Some of
them hope to have a better understanding of the country they like by
learning their language. Others may plan to lead a brand-new life abroad.
And over these years, many young adults acquire another language for

overseas educational pursuit.

The very prerequisite of being a good teacher ,no matter what subject he
or she teaches, is having both professional knowledge and pedagogical
methodology. To be more exact, he must be very skillful in using this
language without any grammatical mistakes .If he or she is a native
speaker with high educational degree,that might be Dbetter.
Meanwhile ,they should master those teaching techniques and tactics to fit

different students.

Definitely , grammar teaches us the basic rules of the language for
learners to be flexible in using the language. For instance , if learners only
know: she works in the hospital without any knowledge of subject-verb
agreement, he or she tends to make mistakes ,like "The nurse work in the

hospital".

| guess that is a very intriguing job to do because they could freely chat
with foreigners to have a better understanding of their culture .Besides,
they are more likely to be open-minded ,compared with anyone who does
not know much about about foreign language .Gradually ,they will be more

and more knowledgeable.

[ERER
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Part 2

Describe a time when you needed to search for information

You should say:
What information you needed to search for
When you searched for it
Where you searched for it

And explain why you needed to search for it

When it comes to an information searching experience, | want to tell you one
happened a few days ago. | invited my friends to my home for dinner. | decided
to make moon cake, a traditional Chinese snack in the Mid Autumn Festival,
for my friends. It consists of flour, eggs, sugar, and other ingredients.
According to personal preferences, different molds can be used to present

different shapes, but mainly round.

However, | soon found a problem. | have never made moon cakes before, nor
do | know the exact steps and portions, such as the proportion of flour and
water, and how long it should be baked. Therefore, | use the Internet to figure

out these details.

| first used Baidu, a search engine, to find what | wanted. But most of the
information on the website is about the origin of the moon cake instead of the
production. Later, | searched for "how to make a moon-cake" on TikTok, and

many short videos related to it were shown, with very detailed steps.

| was very satisfied with the search results, and | learned that sometimes
search engines can only play a guiding role. You need to find the right place to

get the information you want.

Part 3
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How can people search for information now?

What information can people get from television?

Do you think libraries are still important in the digital age?

Does the development of the Internet have any impact on some

disadvantaged people?

When people encounter problems, they usually choose to use the Internet
to search for information, such as Baidu, Google and other browsers. Of
course, today's information appears not only in the form of text version, but
also in the form of short videos. People can also get the information they

want while having fun.

There are a variety of different kinds of information that people can get
from television, such as big events, product advertisements,news, etc. And
one of the most important one , | think, is news. There is a really vital news
program in my country played every evening at 7.30 called News Network
from central TV station, which includes everything happens that day. If you

get a chance to appear in it, you are definitely somebody.

In the digital era, libraries are still important. The library can preserve
cultural heritage, and can collect, process, sort out and scientifically
manage precious literature resources, so that readers can borrow and use
them.Also, | think libraries also advance greatly these days for they usually
has an online version. For example, there is a library platform in my school

called Minerva, named after the goddess of wisdom in Roman legends.

Well, basically, disadvantageous groups may not have economic
conditions, or they may still have difficulties because their location is
relatively remote and the Internet does not reach such a far range.But
fortunately, if they do have access to the development, they definitely take
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advantages from it. For example, there are many massage shops from the
blind in our country and these days, when I'm getting a massage, | often
hear the voice broadcast from cellphone of the blind. I think it made their

business much more easy.

ES )

Part 2

Describe a time when you forgot/missed an appointment

You should say:
What the appointment was for
Who you made it with
Why you forgot/missed it

And explain how you felt about the experience

On Valentine's Day, | had got a date with my boyfriend. But | was so busy at
work that | was so immersed in the complicated work that | forgot the
appointment with my boyfriend. The date with my boyfriend suddenly hit me at
11 p.m. | picked up my phone and found dozens of missed calls from my
boyfriend. | felt so guilty, so sorry... | called him immediately. The moment the
call got through, he asked me what happened in a much worried voice. And
what made me so sad was that he had been waiting for me for six hours in the

restaurant without eating anything.

From this experience, | realize the importance of planning ahead and arrange
the time efficiently. Free time is very valuable to us in this busy society and
only by planning ahead can we take some time to keep our beloved people
company during various festivals or particular events. If | had laid my working
plans in advance and dealt with my work efficiently, I would not miss the

appointment.
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Later, | develop the habit of planning my work and other activities ahead of
schedule and then find | can almost make the most of the time available.
Planning ahead also allows me to take advantages of the opportunity to
participate in certain restricted activities. For example, by planning ahead, |
can buy tickets for a concert or play that may later be sold out. Being better
prepared for an appointment or an activity not only saves time but can enable

us to gain more fun and meaningful experiences.

Part 3

1. How do people who are busy remember things they need to do?

2. Do you think people should remember family history?

3. If someone doesn't really like whom they are going to meet, they may
deliberately miss their appointment. Is that true? Why?

4. Which is more important, a work-related appointment or an appointment

with a friend? Why?

1. In today's over-scheduled world, counting on people’s memory to
remember their responsibilities is never a good strategy. Here are the
strategies | think people who are busy can use to keep from forgetting
things. These methods have been so effective for me that it is extremely
rare for me to miss a deadline or fail to fulfill a responsibility. Firstly, write
things down. There is no method more effective in remembering things
than simply writing them down. In my case, | work from a prioritized daily
"to do" list. This is a pad of paper | carry with me everywhere | go. Another
great strategy to keep from forgetting things is to do them immediately. If |
am working, my general rule is that anything | can do in less than two

minutes would be done immediately without pause or delay.

2. Yes, definitely. Remembering family history is vital. Family has the most
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4.

significant impacts on people’s life. From their first snapshots of life, kids
flourish when family history can effectively advance their positive
development and improvement. Remembering family history is
indispensable for comprehending our economic well-being, mankind, and
variety. History saves older people’s recollections for ages to enable us to
understand what our identity is and our geographic beginning. Having
decent information on family foundation allows you to see the values in the
good things or penance made before by grandparents and to encounter

better things throughout everyday life.

| think such behavior does exists, but it doesn’t mean it is a right thing to do.
It is disrespectful to miss the appointment on purpose. If the person whom
people are going to meet has not hurt them psychologically or physically,
then he or she should not be treated unfairly. If people do not like the date,

then they can find some excuse to cancel the date.

An appointment with a friend is more important. What does friendship
mean? Maybe different people have different ideas. There is no definite
answer to this question. As an eternal theme in literature, friendship is also
important in daily life. Friendship is to our life what salt is to dishes. When
you are happy, friendship is just like adding flowers on the brocade; if you
are in trouble, friends will surround you and remove the barriers for you.
Friendship isn't almighty, but no one can live happily without it. So we can’t

break the appointment with our friend just for work issues.

INRBIARELRIA

Part 2

Describe a person you know who is from a different culture

You should say:
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Who he/she is
Where he/she is from
How you knew him/her

And explain how you feel about him/her

Ohno, my second foreign language teacher, is the person I'd like to talk about.
He is from Japan, and had stayed in China for two years then. The reason why
| started my study of Japanese is that I'm a big fan of manga. With the
assumption that language is a vital way to comprehend the core of manga and
the pronunciation of Japanese is very cute, | decided to sign up for an

Japanese training class. Then | met Ohno.

As a teacher, Ohno is very professional. He knows lots of teaching techniques
and often took advantage of these skills to organize our teaching activities,
making our Japanese class full of enjoyment. As everyone knows, the usage
of verb in Japanese is a great challenge for Japanese learners. In order to
ensure that we could have a better grasp of using verbs, Ohno frequently took
examples from manga, TV series, or variety shows. We’re so interested in
these teaching resources that verbs seemed to be not that insufferable as

before.

In daily life, Ohno is quite gentle and considerate. His tender voice and polite
manners made every people around him feel comfortable. He treated us as
friends. If someone was in need, or in a depressed mood, Ohno would extend
a helping hand to solve the problems or relieve the blue mood. Until now, | still
keep a small cartoon sticker in my drawer. It's a gift from Ohno to encourage

me when | failed my grade examination at the first time.

Part 3
1. Where and how can we get to know people of different cultures better?
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2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of cultural diversity?
3. How can traditional culture and other cultures coexist?

4. Which Chinese traditions are disappearing?

1. Well, the effective way to know someone better is talking, a principle that
also can be applied to understanding foreigners. Of course, | do not mean
a simple hello, but a relatively deep conversation which can contribute to
the growth of relationship and clear up the misunderstandings. As for the
place, | guess, home and restaurant with homey environment are both
good choices, because the comfortable surroundings relax your mood and
make your inner guard down. | mean, you can feel free to discuss the
traditions, conventions, historical stories and to exchange opinions on

critical events.

2. In my opinion, one of the merits of culture diversity is that we get the
chance to experience a totally different lifestyle. Imagine that how boring
the life would be if there is only one culture on the globe! Another
advantage of culture diversity popped into my mind is that differences
among cultures offer the opportunity to improve ourselves. That means we
can learn something from other cultures, including technology, ideology,
and even recipe. And it's impossible to ignore the drawbacks of culture
diversity. Causing conflict is the most serious one, | think. Just because of
the existence of different cultures, conflicts always emerge based on the

misunderstanding.

3. The first thing we can do is to show the respect to traditional culture.
History is continuous and traditional culture engendered other cultures. If
someone deny tradition, the person is rejecting the world he or she lives in.
Second, learning some traditional culture may make the co-existence
come true. After a period learning, people may develop a great interest in
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tradition and also find some common between traditional culture and other
cultures. In this case, promoting the co-existence of different cultures is not

that difficult.

4. There are two things I'd like to mention here. The first one is dialect. Based
on the needs of studying and the convenience of communication, people,
especially those who live in urban areas, increasingly tend to use
Mandarin almost everywhere, causing children losing the chance to learn
dialect. The second one is skills for making traditional artifacts. We can
appreciate various unearthed cultural relics in museum, but it'’s really hard
for modern people to duplicate those fine works of arts. The same thing

has happened to current handicraft industry.

ENERIBER

Part 2

Describe a movie you watched recently and would like to watch again

You should say:
What type of movie it was
What it was about
Where you watched it

And explain why you would like to watch it again

| am going to talk about the movie | recently watched on Tencent video
streaming application, which is called “500 days of summer ” , and | love that
movie with my heart and soul. If you've ever seen this one, then you might be
able to tell from my bangs that | get this style from the lead female character. |
watched it alone at home last month and | have been obsessed with it since

then.
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Actually, I've already rewatched it for like 3 times, coz | feel it's really a nice
one to help you release emotions. It's a bit of an unconventional romantic
comedy that follow Tom, a hopeless romantic who'’s been looking for the girl of
his dreams his entire life, and Summer who believes that love is like Santa
Claus and it doesn't really exist. And the movie represents 500 days of their

relationship. There are ups and downs, fights and break up.

The reason why it is one of my favorite films, other than the fact the Joseph is
in it , is that this movie is really meaningful. When | first watched it, | really took
it at face value, so | thought “oh summer is really bad for breaking Tom’s heart
and poor Tom, he has to go chase after her ”. | was so rooting for hopeless
Tom because he was a guy who wanted to get his dream girl and this thing
was the happy ending that | had been taught in my entire life. After watching
this, | started to realize that it might not be okay to expect too much from
somebody, and we can’t project this ultra romantic ideal of someone perfect
onto someone who is, to be frank, not and can’t be perfect. So, it really blows
my mind and gives me a new perspective on not just romantic relationship but

also other interpersonal relationships. Thus, | chose this one for today’s topic.

Part 3

1. Where do people normally watch movies?

2. What are the differences between watching movies at home and in a
cinema?

3. Are actors or actresses important to movies? Why?

4. Why are there fewer people going to the cinema to watch movies

nowadays?

1. They've got a number of choices. If they feel like going out, a movie theater
is a good option as long as the movie you wanna watch is still out in the

61



3.

cinema. While if they prefer to stay at home or the films are not shown in

the cinema, then they can watch it at home.

The best place to see a film must be in the cinema, coz it can offer people
immerse experiences. But sometimes people might feel that some movies
are not worth the ticket price, then they can go to the online streaming
services. With the internet, | am sure you can find whatever sources you

want.

Well, a successful movie needs to have a good story which makes
audience involved in it, and also good actors who can use their excellent
performance to bring the character and the story in life. So, without good

actors or actresses, a movie can’t be complete.

| guess the biggest reason is due to the pandemic situation. In recent three
years, quarantine policy can be really strict which restricts people’s
activities. The closing of the cinema happens a lot. Also, | think fewer
people going to cinema is because that there are fewer and fewer good
films released in the cinema. People are wiser now and they don’t want to

pay for movies not worth watching.

BN/

Part 2

Describe a story or novel you have read that you fond interesting

You should say:

When you read it
What the story or novel was about
Who wrote it

And explain why it was interesting
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Being a voracious reader, | am a big fan of storybooks. Although | have read

many stories, one of them is special, and it is worth mentioning.

This story is about a poor farmer. One day he comes to know from the locals
that there is gold on his farms, and he needs to dig a particular area to extract
it. Upon hearing this, the poor farmer gets excited, and wherever funds he has,
he buys a digging machine from that. And he works with determination,

dedication and discipline for two months.

However, despite his hard work, he didn’t find gold. He gets dejected and, in
anger, sells his farm to another person. The new owner of the farm restarts the

digging process, and within half an hour, he manages to find the gold.

This story is written in the famous book “Think And Grow Rich*. | read it during
my college days. This story teaches us a wonderful lesson: our focus should
be on our work, not the results. On many occasions, we do not achieve our

target because our attempts are half-hearted.

The farmer made the same mistake. He started with a lot of enthusiasm, but
when the result was not visible, he showed frustration, and he missed the
reward. Furthermore, it teaches us to have a central focus on our work and
success is a journey. Being consistent can lead our lives toward an impressive

growth trajectory.

Part 3

1. How does technology help people tell stories?

2. Do you prefer to read e-books or paper books?

3. Why are mystery novels so popular nowadays?

4. What kinds of novels are suitable for film adaptation?
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1. The key thing is that technology makes the presentation of a story more
dynamic and enriches our feelings, the key word in story-telling with
technology is now "experience", the more exciting the better and, if
possible, even involving all senses. for example, the museum will use VR
to present the story for many periods from which visitors can choose, even

visitors may act as part of the story.

2. E-books, always. | did love paper books -- the way they feel, their smell,
that feeling when you turn the last page, the texture of paper, the little pits
and holes you start seeing in old books and that amazing, exciting,
humbling feeling you get in a library... | love them all! But at one point, |
realized that saving paper was more important to me than how a book
made me feel. Until now, | am getting several benefits using e-book, it not
only save me lots of storage, but also is easy to buy in low cost compare to

paper book.

3. Mystery stories offer suspense, an alternative satisfaction, and they also
offer an escape from the fears and worries and stress and tension of
everyday life. Many who would rather stay away from intellectually "heavy"

books find it hard to resist these.

4. Firstly, appropriate length and content. It can be short, but not too long.
Short and medium novels want to attract readers in a small space, usually
the plot characters are not bad, and some novels have a lot of white space
in the plot, which can be adapted into excellent movies. Moreover, The
plots should be exciting and well-organized, and the characters should be
lively. Nowadays, when people watch movies, they focus on the plots to
see the special effects, even look at the acting skills. Therefore, the plots
and characters must not be inferior to the original work.
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Part 2

Describe a time you made a decision to wait for something

You should say:
When it happened
What you waited for
Why you made the decision

And explain how you felt while waiting

| am a very impatient person, and it is very difficult for me to wait for things. But
recently | waited to buy a mobile phone and it was one of the longest times |

had to wait for something.

My phone broke down 3 months ago and | had to buy a new one.

This time | was going to buy an iPhone. However, when | was searching online,
| came to know that a newer version of the iPhone was coming out in one
month. | asked my parents, and my parents told me if | could live for one month
without a phone, they would buy me the latest version. | thought it would be
easy, but | was so wrong. The one month seemed like a year. | couldn’t talk to
my friends or chat with them. They used to call my parents if they needed to
tell me something important but as my parents needed their phones, | couldn’t
talk for long. For the first two weeks | was very irritated and one or two times, |
nearly broke down and told my parents to just buy me the previous model.
However, then | got used to it. Since there was no phone, | had a lot of free
time. | spent this time playing outdoor games with the neighbor's children. |
actually started enjoying it and | started missing my phone less and less day by

day. If | had to talk to my friends, | just visited them. | also came to the
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realization that | had become addicted to my phone. This wait was one of the

best things happened to me in my life. My parents also told me that | had

started spending more time with them. | thought they might go back on their

word but as soon as the new model was released, they bought me the phone.

Now | still use my phone but not as much. | am not on social media all the time.

| do check it but occasionally.

Part 3

1

2
3
4

. What do people in your country often do while waiting?
. Why do some people like a slow-paced life?
. Is being patient good for people? Why?

. Are people less patient now than people in the past? Why?

In my country, people do a lot of things when they are waiting. It depends
actually on the situation. The first thing that people like to do when they are
waiting in my country is they talk to each other and they make
conversations related to ongoing topic. The second thing is that they like to
make important phone calls or check the social media account. Apart from
this, some people like to read books on their mobile phones and listen to
music when they are waiting. Students and children like to play video

games while waiting.

Some people are really attached to their culture and their really value so
they do not go with the global standards and they want to stay rooted with
their own local culture, so they prefer slow paced life and they don't like the
use of technology. Also, they don't like everything so fast cause they like to
do things in their original speed ,loving peace and nature and slow paced

lives.

Being patient is absolutely good for people today. Obviously, people are
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gradually losing their mental health due to the rapid growth of technology
as well as the heavy usage of social media. People get a bit lost when
facing countless choices every single day. If a person can learn to be
patient from time to time, and slow their pace of pursuing their so-called
“life goals” , they will definitely free themselves from the heavy load of

social anxiety they’'ve been committed.

4. In the past, people were really so much more patient, because they did not
have as many options as they have today. Today with the blossom of
technology, everyone is able to connect to the all world. With a whole
world of choices, people today are only afraid of not being able to see
more and experience more, thus no one wants to slow down and be

patient with each other.

FEFERZA

Part 2

Describe a person you know who loves to grow plants (e.g.

vegetables/fruits/flowers etc.)

You should say:
Who this person is
What he/she grows
Where he/she grows them

And explain why he/she enjoys growing plants

Well, for many Chinese older generation, plant-growing is definitely one of the
most common hobbies. My grandparents, my mom and my dad are all
die-hard fan of growing different things, ranging from flowers to vegetables. |

guess that’s a kind of pleasure out of the long history of cultivating crops.
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Anyway, today the person | would like to talk about is one of my best female

friends.

She likes to grow plants in her yard. She lives on the first floor of an apartment,
and she has a big yard behind her house.She likes to grow all kinds of flowers
and fruit trees and vegetables. For example, she grows pomegranate trees
that bear some fruit every year, and then she gives me some pomegranates.
She also likes to grow loofahs, and every year the trees grow a lot of loofahs,

and she gives some to me.

Well, I think her love of planting may have something to do with her personality.
She has loved nature flowers and plants since she was a child, plus she has a

big yard, so she is able to satisfy her hobby.

Part 3

1. Are there many people growing their own vegetables now?
2. Do you think it's good to let kids learn how to plant?

3. What do you think of the job of a farmer?
4

. What are the differences between traditional and modern agriculture?

1. There are still a lot of people who grow their own vegetables. Most of them
live in the countryside, there are also people in the city who grow
vegetables, but only those who have yards in their own homes. The
benefits of growing your own vegetables is obvious,it is both clean and

convenient, and cheaper.

2. |think itis good for children to learn to grow plants. On one hand, they can
grow their own plants to develop their hands-on skills. On the other hand, it
allows them to have more contact with nature and have fun. It also helps
them to learn more about plants, which is very helpful for them to learn
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about botany knowledge.

3. In my opinion, it's cool to consider farming as a career. However, most
people should not have the opportunity to work as a farmer, because after
all, it is very hard to do physical work every day and the reward is not high.
However, people living in the city are under a lot of pressure to work and
live, so it's fun to participate in the work of farmers once in a while, and it

also relieves the pressure in work.

4. The differences between traditional and modern agriculture | think are as
follows. First, traditional agriculture is more of a physical activity for
farmers, while modern agriculture requires more agricultural machines and
less manual involvement. Secondly, the fertilizers used in traditional
agriculture are more natural and organic, while the fertilizers in modern
agriculture are usually processed in factories. In addition, traditional
agriculture is less efficient and smaller in scale, while modern agriculture is

much larger and can produce more crops.

r.-Z])

Part 2

Describe a friend from your childhood

You should say:
Who he/she is
Where and how you met each other
What you often did together

And explain what made you like him/her

When talking about my child-day friend, | am going to tell you about Sunny,my
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first ‘bestie’ from childhood. She is a pretty and gorgeous girl, with sparkling

eyes, which are really enchanting.

| first met her when | went to primary school. She's my deskmate. | think it was
fate that brought us together. She was lively, and her oral English was spoken
particularly fluently, so she often helped me in English. As we got along, we

gradually became good friends.

Sunny and | shared many interests. We both liked playing tennis and we
enjoyed drawing , but she's more talented than me , and My mom always
admired her, which made me even a little jealous. One piece of my memory is
that we rode our bikes together for hours for many times. She lived near a
spacious park, so | often rode my bike to her home, and then we would go to
the park to play games together all day.Later, we had more and more
homework, and she always learned better than me, so we often did homework
together. Sometimes, she taught me how to play the chess, but | was not good

at it, so | had no interest in playing it for a while.

In terms of why | liked her, | would say, she is the best girl | have ever met.
First of all,everyone likes beauties, and I'm in the same boat on that one. Her
pretty face was very attractive to me at my first glance, and she is very smart,
you know, no one can refuse the attraction of intelligence. At the same time,

we have a lot of similar hobbies, which also allows us to have more topics.

Part 3

1. Do you still keep in touch with your friends from childhood? Why or why
not?

2. How important is childhood friendship to children?

3. What do you think of communicating via social media?

4. Do you think online communication through social media will replace

70



face-to-face communication?

1. Some of them, yes, thanks to social networking platforms like wechat. We
normally talk about the things we used to do when we were little and share
current life. But for some old-time friends, actually, | don't keep in touch
anymore. Our lives became different, like our accommodations, hobbies,

works we do for a living, etc, and there is no way to continue to be friends.

2. | believe childhood friends are crucial to both physical and mental
development of a child. Just as they are for adults, friendship plays an
important role in children’s lives, in that they promote delightful feelings
and reduce stress, thereby acting as a positive influence on the child's
overall wellness and well-being. This is true no matter the age of the child,

from toddlerhood through adolescence.

3. Communication on social media is really convenient. My friends and | are
not in the same city, but we can still get in touch and know what the other
person is doing. But there are also drawbacks: when we encounter
difficulties, | think that face to face communication will comfort me more.
And social media is also virtual. Much news reports that there are people
who spread social media scams and scandals, which are extremely

harmful to society.

4. 1 don't think so. The benefits of face-to-face communication can never be
supplemented by social media, and if social media is virtual, then
face-to-face communication is substantive. For example, for business
cooperation, communicating in person may provide a greater sense of
trust and endorsement. Face-to-face communication will also avoid
misunderstandings. For example, if couples have a conflict, a hug could
easily lighten up the tension so that they can sit down solve it.
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Part 2

Describe a time when you saw a lot of plastic waste (e.g. in a park, on the

beach, etc.)

You should say:

Where and when you saw the plastic waste
Why there was a lot of plastic waste
What you did after you saw them

And explain what your thoughts were about this

In my hometown, there is a park just down the road of where | live. When | was
a child, my family often hung out or took exercise in the park. Until now, I still
remember the scene that we played badminton together in the park. Anyway, |

can't emphasize enough the importance of the park for me.

| always think it is a beautiful place full of memories where brings back so
many stories of my childhood. However, last week, | went back to my
hometown on the Mid Autumn Festival. My family planed to play badminton

together, so we went to the park again.

Once we entered the park, | was surprised to find that the park became so dirty
and messy with a lot of plastic bags , plastic bottles and plastic lunch box. Then

my dad told me that many restaurants and food stands have started their
business in the park and brought these rubbish. You know, this kind of
situation has always made me feel upset, not only because of the harm they
did to the environment, but also because these waste ruined the beautiful park

in my memory. So | believe every one should become a environmentalist and
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take actions to protect the environment.

Part 3

1
2

. Do you think we should use plastic products?

. How can we reduce our use of plastic?

3. What kinds of plastic waste are often seen in your country?

4. Why do people like to use plastic products?

Well, although plastic products will harm our environment, cutting all
plastic products down will also bring a lot of troubles for us. For example ,

many coffee shops in China started to use paper straw rather than plastic

straw for environmental purpose. It is really good but when you buy a cup
of hot latte , you will find paper straw is just scrap.Therefore, | can only say

we should find some other products ,not mean products like paper straw,

as substitution.

Like | said before, we can find other products to replace plastic products.

For example, we can use our own cup rather than the plastic cup from
coffee shops. And also, we can recycle all plastics that we own now ,which

can help us stop buying new plastic products. Moreover, | am thinking that
we can buy second-hand products. You know, there is a vintage trend
among the young now. people like to buy vintage clothes or toys . It is a

great way to reduce our usage of plastics.

| often see plastic lunch box in convenience stores , or in salad chains. If

you set take-away orders in these shops , shop clerks will definitely use

plastic lunch box. Also, wherever you buy a bottle of water in China, you

can definitely see plastic packaging. | have hardly seen water packaged in
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glass bottles.

4. The reason is quite obvious. Plastic products are light, waterproof, and
cheap. In food industry , plastic is the best material to package stuff,
because people usually want their foods to be packaged by disposable
materials . In manufacture industry ,plastic can also be used to make some

implements.

0657

Part 2

Describe a time when you received money as a qift

You should say:
When it happened
Who gave you money
Why he/she gave you money

And explain how you used the money

Well, presents play an important role in out lives, which stands for the love we
express for each other, and there are a variety of different types of presents.
But concerning a gift in money, this is really a difficult question for me, because
| haven't got any monetary present for years. The only case that | can recall is
the present for Spring Festival. It is the most important festival and holiday for
Chinese, and people take part in a variety of activities to celebrate it, just like

Christmas in western world.

When | was a kid, among all the customs, playing firecrackers and receiving
red pockets interested me the most. On the first day of the new year, families
always gather around, and younger generations send out blessings with their
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greatest respect. In return, the elders will give the kid red pockets with money

ranging from hundreds to thousands in it.

Although | liked this gift much, | mean who doesn't like the sound of chi-ching?,
| was really a shy boy nevertheless, at that time, and it was a trepidation for me
to stand in front of my aunts and uncles to speak out those blessing words
aloud. However, as it is really an important convention, and my parents also
wanted me to practice social skills, they encouraged me to stand out and did
so. After | finally finished the job with great difficulty, the relatives gave me the
red pocket as present. Although still a little nervous, | felt very happy to get this

gift.

Part 3

1. Why do people rarely use cash now?

2. When do children begin to comprehend the value of money?
3. Should parents reward children with money?
4

. Is it good and necessary to teach children to save money?

1. The initial reason could be attributed to the process of technology. With the
development of smart phones, it becomes safer and safer to use digital
payment, and more and more stores adopt digital payment. Consumers
don't need to take a huge volume and weight of bills and coins, which
makes their lives much more convenient. Furthermore, it is very annoying
to calculate prices and changes when using cash, driving digital payment

even more widely accepted.

2. | believe children can obtain such cognition in a very young age, maybe
around 5 or 6 years old. That is the age when they get apart from their
parents and grandparents for school, and also the time when they may get
the chance to use some pocket money for stationery and snacks. | believe
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that will be the time for them to firstly actually get an understanding about

how money works.

3. | think such reward is necessary. For one thing, children could get some
pocket money, so that they are able to decide how to use them. This will be
a very important ability in their future lives. For another, parents could use
this method to tell their kid that they have done the right thing, this is

helpful in terms of cultivating their good habits.

4. Yes, it is definitely right to teach children such value. Only when they know
the importance of keeping balance between income and expenditure, can
they have the intention and plan for saving money in the future. Wealth
management is always essential and vital in people’s lives. When

emergency comes, a disposable fund can not be a harm.
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Part 2

Describe an important thing you learned (not at school or college)

You should say:
What it was
When you learned it
How you learned it

And explain why it was important

Concerning a lesson outside campus, what comes to my mind immediately is

how to play ukulele , a kind of instrument that gives me limitless freedom to be

immersed in the music world , and | acquire the skill for free from my friend

Salsa who has been playing guitar for many years.
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The musical instrument has transforming effect for me because by playing the

instrument could I gain more insight into my inner-self and learn that every skill
could be learned through intensive practice. Therefore , | could try to learn a

multitude of skills in the near future.

Also , | have to both work and study in my daily life , in which | must cope with
too much stress . The instrument has great soothing effect for my nerves.
Once | start to play , | calm down and become very relaxed. Familiar melody

played by my own fingers sounds very different from the sound from the digital

players.

Besides , learning ukulele helps me to lay a solid foundation for playing the
guitar, which is another romantic instrument | hope to learn. They are like
relatives , closely linked in the way of playing , including finger placement ,

number of strings, etc.

In a nutshell , the instrument playing has been an inseparable part of my life.

Part 3

1. What can children learn from parents?

2. Do you think some children are well-behaved because they are influenced
by their parents?

3. Is it necessary for adults to learn new things?

4. How can people learn new things?

1. They gain oceans of knowledge from their patents , including some
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knowledge Jike in history ,astronomy ,or any thing their parents are familiar

with. Also , they are taught many skills by their parents , such as cooking ,

reading and writing, and stuff like that.

2. Definitely. Children spend majority of the time with their parents when they
form very important behaviors , such as being polite , being helpful , being

aware of public places and keeping quiet. There is an old saying in China
goes” A good parent is the first and best teacher for a kid.” , which pretty

much points out the important of home education.

3. As a saying goes , it is never too old to learn. Adults have formed very
stable knowledge to satisfy their job , but they need further knowledge to

benefit themselves , such as management knowledge for promotion

opportunity, hiking knowledge for entertainment, etc. | don’t think anyone

and learn everything in this world, so , well , keep learning.

4. People acquire knowledge in various ways , such as by chatting and

listening to people , through reading a book , or attending some

workshops.They also learn much from their daily lives. Moreover, it is so
convenient for us to learn something new through Internet nowadays.
There are websites for courses in the university, which means you can
study the same thing with a student in Harvard or Cambridge

synchronously. That is amazing.
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Part 2
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Describe a place in your country or part of your country that you would

like to recommend to visitors/travelers

You should say:
What it is
Where it is
What people can do there

And explain why you would like to recommend it to visitors/travelers

Well, there are a variety of different tourist attractions in China, ranging from
world-renowned mountains to some historical monuments and relics. And
speaking of a recommendation, in my opinion, The Great Wall is definitely

worth visiting even just for once in your life.

It is located at the northwest of Beijing city , and it coves a huge land area of
Beijing, like a vivid dragon. You can feel the whole brand view of the land field
and sunset even if you just stand on the beginning of the The Great Wall.Well,
you can not only just enjoy the fantastic sight, but also have the chance to try

the mouth-watering local snacks that would take your breath away.

And most importantly,the initial reason | would highly recommend it is that The
Great Wall, the unbelievable construction, is totally created by human hands of
our ancestors in ancient times. Secondly, it represents their diligent and
conscientious spirit and persistent labor, which is the crucial characters that
our modern people lacks. | guess that's the most vital reason that | would like
to recommend The Great Wall to visitors if they ever get the chance to come to

China.

Part 3
1. Is it important to take photos while traveling?
2. Can you trust other people's travel journals on the Internet?
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3. What factors affect how people feel about traveling?

4. Will you go to a foreign country to travel because of the distinct landscape?

1. From my perspective,| don’t think taking photos while traveling is a good
choice, you know. The main point of travelling is to release yourself from
the old stress patterns and get away from the daily affairs ,right ? So
what's the point if you can not actually live at the moment and enjoy the

view standing in front of you?

2. To be honest, | don't trust the online travel journals , maybe those notes
are just for advertising from travel agents, so | wouldn’t care less. On the
other hand, some influences would post complimentary words just to
attract followers, thus they are not trust-worthy. | would rather feel the
moment that travelling can actually bring on me than trust those online

scams.

3. | feel the budget that people can really set aside and the comfy
environment are major elements can actually affect people. Cause you
know, you can enjoy the wonderful service with enough money while the

environment you choose will bring you a different experience.

4. The answer is sure ! | would spare no effort to travel a foreign country as
long as it is worth expecting, even if it just has a unique scenery. Of course,
if it has something else that worthy seeing, it is the best. We should
embrace the diversity, and maybe you will find that you can see things

differently and change your attitude towards everything.
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Part 2
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Describe a difficult thing you did and succeeded

You should say:
What it was
How you overcame the difficulties
Whether you got help

And explain how you felt after you succeeded

Well, I am going to describe a time when | prepared for my driving license 10
years ago. It was in my freshmen year back in college. My parents signed up
for me a driving school cause | had a two-month summer holiday and they

wanted to get that done as soon as possible.

Well, at first, | thought driving was a piece of cake for me, cause | often drove
karts with my younger cousin. But when | went there and started the car, it was
totally different from what | thought it would be. The steering wheel was hard to
control and | could not get the car to the required position when parking it.
Besides, there was actually limited time for me to practice. You know, getting a
driving licence is a must before you work, or you won't have too much spare
time to do it, so the driving-learning school was always full of students every

summer holiday.

When | found out that | might not pass the test because of few practicing time, |
asked my dad if he could teach me and gave me some guidance. Then we
drove somewhere free of pedestrians and started to drive. For several days, |
gradually know how to control the car and drive a little more smoothly without
making the car go dead. That was a pretty good experience.

Finally, | passed the test and got the licence in that summer.

Part 3
1. Should people set goals for themselves?
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2. How would you define success?
3. How do we judge whether young people are successful nowadays?

4. Are successful people often lonely?

1. Yeah. Setting goals could give people a sense of purpose. | mean, once
you have something in mind that has to be done in order. You know what
needs to be done before going to the next part. And setting goals could
also better prepare for something unexpected, because getting things
done always comes with difficulties in the middle. If you set goals clearly,
you can also be reminded of the problems that you are likely to encounter

and make some backup plans or solutions.

2. Well, that's definitely a good question. | have never thought about what is
the definition of success. | mean, for some people. success means getting
a good work and becoming rich. This is like a general definition for most
people. What | believe is that success sometimes doesn't have to be
something material. If you are in trouble or have some difficulties, you can
come up with a plan and fix things. Then that sense of accomplishment
may tell you what a success feels like. So | believe from a psychological
point, success means you can deal with problems and get things done

after whatever happens.

3. Well, actually there are some standards in China to see if young people
are successful, especially from what they do, such as young doctors,
scientists, singers, actors and so on. These occupations are paid a lot and
most young people want to become a part of those groups. And another
group of people could be defined as successful. Those who did not study
hard in school and dropped out of the school early in their teens often
stepped into the society quite early and start a business with their own
efforts and finally become rich. This kind of success is actually more
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encouraging to many young people.

4. Umm..., | really cannot give you a concrete answer. Because most of
successful people have a lot of opportunities to get to know people from
different backgrounds, | don't believe they are lonely in this way. But do
these successful people have real friends that they could share something
with and do something together no matter what happens? | doubt, cause
you know, the so-called successful people are always ambitious, which
means work or profit always comes first. Then probably no friendship can

endure in front of them. In this aspect, they are indeed lonely.
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Part 2

Describe a person who inspired you to do something interesting

You should say:
Who he/she is
How you knew him/her
What interesting thing you did

And explain how he/she inspired you to do it

A person who inspired me to do something interesting is my good friend Amy.
She is a humorous, lovely and helpful person, and she has a head of black hair,
small eyes, small nhose and a big mouth. She studies very well, starting from
the first grade she has been the monitor of our class and my best friend. She is
not tall but very kind to help others. When I'm with her, | feel very comfortable.

She is so cute that | often want to play a trick on her.

Last weekend, she came to play with me. After lunch, Amy went to sleep and |

felt a little bit bored. Suddenly, an interesting idea came to my mind. | took four
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color pens to my bedroom. And then, | helped Amy put her lipstick on with a

red pen, painted her face with a yellow pen, drew the left eyebrow with a blue

pen and drew the right with a green pen. Finally, | drew a very funny makeup

for her. And then | went back to watch TV.

About half an hour later, she shouted out loudly when she was doing with her

hair. | laughed loudly, because she was shocked by herself, then laughing and

running after me.

Part 3

1. What qualities make someone as a role model?

2. Why should children learn from role models?

3. Who can influence children more, teachers or parents?

4. What kind of international news inspires people?

1. Well, I think confidence makes someone as a role model. Confidence is to
trust yourself. Confidence is to look upon yourself. It is not to indulge
in self-admiration. It is not to get extremely arrogant. It is not to get dizzy
with success or to be opinionated. It is just to inspire yourself ahead of a
quality of mind, in high spirit, full of energy. It is to meet the challenges of
life in a positive mood. It is to overcome your inferiority, farewell, to get rid
of the trouble of a ready-made panacea.

2. | think it is because good examples can cultivate children to be better

people. The saying that parents are the mirrors to their kids. Indeed, we
can judge the adults from the kids' behaviors. Take my aunt for example,
she is a teacher and she has a daughter. Everyone praises my cousin as
they talk about her, because she is polite and helpful. My aunt sets the

good example for her.
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Admittedly, the influence of parents on children is very deep, because
parents, primary teachers in the life of children, set the first role models for
them to learn and imitate. However, | think teachers make greater
contributions to the overall growth of children. For example, compared with
some parents who have low-level or even no education, teachers are
professionally educated and trained in formal university, and
well-experienced in teaching. That is to say, school teachers are more
advantageous and influential, in terms of comprehensively and accurately

instructing, explaining and demonstrating common knowledge.

| think the international news about equality can inspire people. In this
society, lots of women have received education equally. However, when
they apply for a job, it is common that our society would like to accept a
boy rather than a girl, even though the girl is better than her male
competitors. All people should be treated equally. We should keep one
word in mind that women are the mother of all the living. We should treat

woman equally, and give them deference.
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