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2025 National English Competition for College Students
(Type C—Preliminary)

(Total: 150 marks Time: 120 minutes)

Part I Listening Comprehension (30 marks)

Section A (5 marks)

In this section, you will hear five short conversations. Each conversation will be read only once.
At the end of each conversation, one question will be asked, and you have fifteen seconds to read
the four choices marked A, B, C and D, and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the

corresponding letter on the answer sheet with a single line through the centre.

1 A. To arrive at the office earlier.
B. To attend meetings on time.
C. To meet the guests politely.
D. To write the proposal carefully.
[Z%]1B
Lt ] o bAER iR R < NINAE R IR EN 241, % B.
(& E )
M: Mary, it’s been brought to my attention that you’re frequently late for meetings. I want you to
know that punctuality is important in business and in our company too.
W: Sorry, Mr. Jones, I’m not sure I understand. What exactly do you mean by punctuality?
M: Punctuality simply means being on time. If a meeting is scheduled for one o’clock, everyone is
expected to be in the meeting room and ready to start.
W: Oh, now I understand. I’ll be on time for meetings from now on.

Question: What does Mary promise to do from now on?

2 A. Change the security system of the company.
B. Design a suitable logo for their new products.
C. Rent some artworks to hang in their hallways.
D. Remove the posters on the walls immediately.

[E=x]1C

[t ] ARV ZAR N, B L3RR E AT R, % C.

(&)
W: I’ve got an idea! Let’s try to find one very beautiful, very impressive large piece of art to put at
the entrance of our offices. Then, instead of buying works of art to hang in the various hallways,
we can rent the artworks and rotate what we have on display!
M: That’s a brilliant idea. I think you just solved our dilemma. That way, we’ll eventually get
around to everybody’s taste in art, and if some people don’t like some of the art ... well, they
won’t have to look at it for long.
W: All right, that’s our plan! Let’s do it.
Question: What’re the speakers going to do next?
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3 A. He set up a therapy group.
B. He went boating daily.
C. He ate a special diet.
D. He did cycling regularly.

[E%1D

Ot 50 olmasR 2 oM 7y 50, BRAR UG, Pt ia% H17 %4, #ok D. T30 A
TG AEHERF I 710, AR B 2 A ik R 9 AR

[
M: I know a doctor who specializes in helping people quit smoking. The doctor recommended a
therapy group that met twice a week.
W: So everyone in the group was trying to quit smoking?
M: Yep ... we were all in the same boat. We had a buddy system ... if we needed help, we’d call
each other. Also, the doctor recommended getting some exercise so I started doing some cycling. I
could barely make it down the street for the first couple of days, but now I’'m riding as much as 10
kilometres!
Question: How did the man quit smoking?

4 A. Clarify a confusion.
B. Ask for compensation.
C. Confirm a new order.
D. Cancel a previous order.

[%%1B

Lt ] XFubrh, 204 B 2R % “I’'m within my rights to ask for some sort of
compensation”, % B.

[
M: Hello, this is supervisor Jim Bradley. Gloria told me your items did not arrive on time. We’re
very sorry for the inconvenience.
W: I appreciate your apology, but because we did not cancel the order, I believe I'm within my
rights to ask for some sort of compensation.
M: Well, it seems one of our staff confused your order with another client’s canceled order. We
deeply regret this error and I will have your items shipped to you today by express mail at no
added charge.

Question: What did the woman want to do in the phone conversation?

5 A. A consultant and a CEO.
B. An employer and a secretary.
C. An interviewer and an interviewee.
D. A bank manager and a customer.

[E%]1 A

LAz 1 0 2o DLk W dia 3 55 BExs 2w BURR & (et Tk P A D, I
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consultant and a CEO”,
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W: Remember to keep your game face on. It’s important not to seem surprised when they ask the
first difficult question.

M: All right ... I’ll be expecting tough questions. What kind of controversial topics do you think
they might cover?

W: I"d be ready to answer questions about anything. For instance, your company’s stock price has
recently taken a dip, there was a product recall last year and sales for your latest gadget have been
disappointing.

Question: What’s the probable relationship between the speakers?

Section B (10 marks)
In this section, you will hear two long conversations. Each conversation will be read only once. At
the end of each conversation, there will be a one-minute pause.

Conversation One

Listen to the conversation. Then read the four choices marked A, B, C and D, and decide which is
the best answer according to what you hear. Then mark the corresponding letter on the answer
sheet with a single line through the centre.

6 What is the characteristic of journalism according to the man?
A. It’s a daily 9-to-5 job.
B. Journalists often work night shifts.
C. Journalists have no free time at all.
D. It’s difficult to meet the deadline.
[%%1B
CAgrT Y 55 L B A i B b ) TARSRAE, &% BIGBE, #%0% B.

7 How do journalists find the truth behind a story?
A. By talking with the people involved.
B. By interviewing the police officers.
C. By collecting information independently.
D. By persuading those who’re reluctant to talk.
[E%]1 A
CRERT Y 55 iR LA AT 22 I AUR VTR N Y, #0k Ao 3BT BRI EE A 2 M
KNG —HR 7Y, (HICH BB HAM FHEERDT A LG

8 What is the possible result of a story after a lot of work has been done?

A. It attracts public attention.

B. It turns out to be uninteresting.

C. It makes the journalist famous.

D. It doesn’t really go anywhere.
[E%1D
CEd Y 55 LA RS ) el ot fé: “there’re at least 10 that don’t go anywhere”
(BDHHANHCEEZTIO#E) , #uk D.
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9 What does the man say may happen if he gets a bad editor?
A. His work may not be easily get recognized.
B. Many of his stories may not get published.
C. He may doubt his ability as a journalist.
D. He may get fired if he makes any mistakes.
[E%]1C
LAt 55 o omif UR g 4 X ST 52 . SR 4 2 (€ AR i 5 B A ORIC B IBE ), ik C. ik
T A GBI 1 O

10 What is the hardest part of being an investigative journalist according to the man?
A. Asking for support from the editor.
B. Finding the truth of a story.
C. Focusing on getting the story written down.
D. Interviewing the people related to a story.

[E%]1C

Lt 150+ B AR R iR 0 R 8 A CoAEps [ smig SR L HETHEMET K,
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[
W: What is it like being an investigative journalist?
M: (6) It’s most definitely not a 9-to-5 job! You often work night shifts, and do a lot of work on a
story in your free time because you want to meet the deadline and write the best possible story.
W: What about how you find the truth behind the story?
M: (7) If you want to know the truth about a story, you have to interview the people involved. You
need to ask for a copy of a police report. Some people say no, but lots of people share information
with journalists.
W: Do you often find that a story doesn’t really go anywhere after you’ve done a lot of work on
it?
M: Yes, for every tip that gets you a big story, (8) there’re at least 10 that don’t go anywhere. You
try to uncover the facts and get in touch with people for interview, only to be told “no comment”.
Or there’s no real story. It sometimes feels like you’ve been hitting your head against a brick wall.
W: What really helps you with a great story?
M: A good editor—because a good editor will recognize a great story and make sure you get paid
well for it. (9) On the contrary, a bad editor can cause you to doubt your ability as a journalist. But
you can’t let that get to you!
W: And what’s the hardest thing about being an investigative journalist?
M: (10) The hardest part is locking yourself in a room and making yourself write! It can be hard to
shut off the rest of the world and focus on getting the story written down. It’s easy to say “I’ll
finish this later,” but you have to meet your deadline, so that’s just not good enough!

Conversation Two

Listen to the conversation, and complete the sentences with one word according to what you hear.

Then write the answers on the answer sheet.
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11 Kevin suggests his mother change their travel destination from the Bahamas to some more
____ place.

[% %] local

[t 1 DI SC B 422 43 0 B AR b 1 iR 4T Hb 55 . “Maybe we should go some more local, like
Cornwall”, % % N “local”.

12 The reason why Kevin gives up the trip to the Bahamas is the effects of climate crisis they may
_____to, including the greenhouse gases and waste.

[% %] contribute

[T ] DT R GE AT IR Al : “we’ll be contributing to that if we go to the Bahamas™ (I
REERL, RATESIESEEND , ST “may” 7588018 7%, #IH “contribute”.

13 Kevin feels completely  about the climate crisis because he doesn’t think anybody can
change it.

[ % %] helpless

[t YL SC BRI 52 : “To be honest? Completely helpless, because it’s so bad, and nothing we
do will change it.” (524 5Bh) , KAk A “nothing we do will change it” (FATTTCIE IR )
THAC T ILAE,  J5 3 “helpless” 564 VLAL -

14 Kevin’s mother suggests that he join a climate change  group in the next town.
[% %] activism
[T ] BERFE UM ANREE 44 : “There’s a climate change activism group in the next town”
(FREEEA N URARLATI/NLD , gL TR A EETE, JES activism”AF i 0T ML o

15 They decide to make a new travel plan to France by train and get their tickets to the Bahamas

[% %] refunded
[T Y BEEfil 2225 b BE 7550 “our tickets to the Bahamas are refundable” ( EELI Ih [ 25 A]
1B, 46178 get tickets refunded” GRED) , T THFIAE 5N E :{ “refunded”.
[
W: Kevin, are you all packed for vacation?
M: Actually, Mom, I really suggest we rethink our vacation plans.
W: What? Why?
M: I just don’t think we should go to the Bahamas this year. (11) Maybe we should go some more
local, like Cornwall.
W: But you’ve been so excited about this vacation for ages. We’ll be traveling next
week—everything’s booked and paid for. What’s really going on? Are you worried about
something at school?
M: No. It’s not that ... It’s just, well, I’'ve been reading about all the awful effects of the climate
crisis, and (12) we’ll be contributing to that if we go to the Bahamas. It’s a nine-hour flight from
London, so think of all the greenhouse gases we’ll be responsible for emitting. Plus on the flight
they only serve drinks in plastic cups and with disposable napkins, so think of all the waste that is
generated! A ted! And did you know that the Bahamas is one of the countries that’s most
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threatened by climate change? The rising sea levels caused by the Earth heating up could cause the
islands to go underwater in a few decades’ time.

W: I'see. And how do you feel about the climate crisis?

M: (13) To be honest? Completely helpless, because it’s so bad, and nothing we do will change it.
W: Honey, I think you’re suffering from climate anxiety, when you feel like we’re doomed and
guilty and desperate about the destruction to the environment. I hear a lot of similar things from
my teenage patients during their therapy sessions. It’s not surprising; after all, you’re bombarded
with horrifying statistics and constant news stories about what you should and shouldn’t do. And I
understand your feelings; it shows that you really care about the world around you. But you know,
it isn’t too late to make a difference. (14) There’s a climate change activism group in the next
town that some of my patients go to.

M: I’ve heard about it, but it’s too far away.

W: I don’t mind taking you. And we can carpool with some others to reduce our CO; emissions.
M: That sounds like a good idea, thanks.

W: And maybe you are right about our vacation. You know that your Dad and I really want to
relax on a sunny beach, but we don’t have to go so far to do it. I’ll talk to him about going to the
south of France. We can get to Paris by train on the Eurostar, and then take a high-speed French
train down to Nice. Trains are much more environmentally friendly than planes. (15) Fortunately,
our tickets to the Bahamas are refundable.

M: Thanks, Mom.

W: You’re welcome. Remember, you can always talk to me when something is bothering you.

Section C (5 marks)

In this section, you will hear five short news items. Each item will be read only once. After each
item, there will be a fifteen-second pause. During the pause, read the question and the four choices
marked A, B, C and D, and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter
on the answer sheet with a single line through the centre.

16 What’s the biggest financial worry for many people in Uganda?
A. Clothing and food.
B. Education fees.
C. Medical costs.
D. Various taxes.

[%%1B

Ot ] B Bimhset, A5 T8, #ERHERKNAFFHEN. #iL B,

[
The World Bank said last year that 54 percent of adults in Africa south of the Sahara Desert
ranked the issue of paying school costs higher than medical or other costs. The aid organization
said school fees were the biggest financial worry for 40 percent of people in Uganda. In that
country, a top government-supported school reportedly costs $700 for a three-month term. That is
a lot of money in a country where yearly economic activity per person was $864 in 2023. World
Bank information shows that African countries in the area also have the highest rates of children
out of school in the world.
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17 What do public health experts now advise?
A. In take of alcohol should be limited as much as possible.
B. Drinking moderate amounts of alcohol can be good for the heart.
C. Alcohol drinking must be strictly prohibited.
D. Less drinking could help reduce cancer risks.
[E%]1 A
AT Y i it A LA e L 5K R o i i R AT REBR OB DABSGE (R . R BT &
FWL R R 1) FE AL SO AR W] BE BRSSO\ DL e . ik A
(&)
Past research suggested drinking alcohol in moderate amounts could be good for the heart. But a
growing number of public health experts now advise people to limit alcohol intake as much as
possible to improve health. One of those experts is Dr. Timothy Naimi. He is with the Canadian
Institute for Substance Use Research at the University of Victoria in British Columbia. Naimi
told The Associated Press, “Drinking less is a great way to be healthier.” Earlier this month,
U. S. Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy called for changing his agency’s existing health warning
on alcoholic drinks to include cancer risks.

18 What is Venus like according to the latest study?
A. It has water flowing on the surface.
B. It holds large oceans of liquid water.
C. It is quite different from Earth in size.
D. It has always been extremely dry and hot.

[E%1D

LA Y i 2k A 2 BRI M e E AR A KL H — B TR R, ik D.

(&)
A new study suggests that Venus likely never had water flowing on its surface. The research was
based on data related to the chemical makeup of the planet’s atmosphere. Scientists have long
considered whether Venus once held liquid water, even possibly large oceans. Such research was
based on the fact that Venus is like our own planet in many ways. It is a rocky planet similar in
structure and size to Earth and is also our closest planetary neighbor. But the latest study provides
evidence that Venus has likely always been the hot, extremely dry planet it remains

today. Researchers from Britain’s University of Cambridge led the study.

19 What do we learn about today’s space from the news report?
A. It calls for more in-depth research.
B. Its debris is kept under control.
C. It faces increasing safety risks.
D. Its exploration attracts global attention.
[E%]C
22700 W NR o NSk 7 S Qi 7ee of MY v e £ o D MERAE R4 € 1 NGt T 7 81 LRSS Gl LE 7
EG, TR R L ERE. ik C.
[
As the amount of space traffic continues to grow, the United Nations is calling for increased

international cooperation to improve safety. Continued deployment of satellites and sharp
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increases in space debris over the years have resulted in the crowding of low Earth orbit. Space
experts and industry leaders say this has created safety risks that will worsen if the problem is not
dealt with. A U.N. gathering of experts recently called for more sharing of information about
orbital space objects, as well as creation of an international process to follow and manage them.

20 What does the news report say the new blood tests could do?
A. Analyse patients’ symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease.
B. Help identify Alzheimer’s disease faster and more accurately.
C. Help find out the cause of Alzheimer’s disease.
D. Search for the sticky protein in Alzheimer’s patients’ brains.

[E%]1B

CAgErT Y 8 e F 0 s T I R A% Co D R B IR T 35 B SE PR L BE A b VR ) 32 W R
IRIHFERIF o #41% B

(&)
New blood tests could help to identify, or diagnose, Alzheimer’s disease faster and with more
accuracy, researchers reported recently. However, some of the tests for the brain-wasting disease
appear to work better than others. Doctors can confirm Alzheimer’s in a patient if they find one of
the disease’s main signs: the development, or buildup, of a sticky protein called beta-amyloid.
Currently, doctors use brain imaging or a special test known as a spinal tap to look for
beta-amyloid buildup. Brain imaging is hard to get and spinal taps are painful. Instead, many
patients are diagnosed based on their behavior and cognitive exams.

Section D (10 marks)
In this section, you will hear one monologue. The monologue will be read twice. After listening,
answer the questions using no more than six words. Write the answers on the answer sheet.
21 What is one most suitable to do at the age of 7 or §?

[% %] Learn a second language.

Lot Xin) it 1] 7-8 2 el A At 4 o 3 B 0 L A7 108 B 27 20 538 18 5 IO EE I 301
“At the age of 7 or 8 you’re at the optimal stage to learn a second language”. #% & N*“Learn a

second language” .

22 What happens least often to 22-year-olds?

[ 2] They least often forget names.

Ot Y el g in) 22 5 NBEs AT KA 4. k& e R ER R & A 5 Bid 45 “it
happens least often to 22-year-olds”, H:H“it”$5 AT 3 “forgetting people’s names”.

23 Who seem to get the best times in a marathon?

[ %] The 28-year-olds.

CAgEAr X 1a) R 0] Sy b e 3 2 o S DL AR AR R E s (5] B : “28-year-olds seem to
get the best times”

24 What are people in their 40s and 50s best at?
[ % %] Understanding other people’s emotions.
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gt T 1] 40-50 5 AREERAEAAT A o S5 45 H AR e BOAE 1 45 BRAR BE /) Lok B WA .
“the 40s and 50s are also the decades in which you’re best at understanding other people’s

emotions” .

25 When are people best at vocabulary?

[ %] In their 60s and 70s.

A 1) R (o) AT TRV 8 0 e I 3 o s BRI U WA AR JE Bl . “your vocabulary is at its
best in your 60s and 70s”

[
Everything gets worse with age, doesn’t it? Your fitness decreases, your concentration levels fall,
your chances of being successful reduce ... or maybe not. Extensive surveys and research projects
have found that there is a peak age for many things ... but that peak age is not always a young one.
So let’s start at the younger age. (21) At the age of 7 or 8 you’re at the optimal stage to learn a
second language. Scientists seem to agree that your brain is in the best condition for second
language at this young age, so that’s several years before puberty and the teenage years. This is
something that schools really should take into account!
So what about general brain power? Well, apparently this peaks at 18 years old. This result was
based on a science test where people were given symbols and each symbol matched to a number.
They were then given a list of numbers and they had to convert them into the symbols. The
18-year-olds performed the best.
But when’s the best age for remembering names? We’ve all had that situation where someone has
introduced themselves to you, but the name just doesn’t stick in your brain and it’s too
embarrassing to ask again. It’s certainly happened to me ... several times! (22) Well, if you want to
avoid forgetting people’s names, you need to be in your 20s—it happens least often to
22-year-olds.
And talking of our 20s, 23 is the age where women are most attractive to men. And this doesn’t
change as men get older—they’re still most attracted to 23-year-old women! It’s not quite the
same the other way round, though. Women in their 20s find men who are slightly older, more
attractive.
Now ... what about physical strength—well, your muscles are the strongest when you’re 25, and if
you exercise, you can pretty much keep them that way for the following 10 to 15 years.
Interestingly, marathon running gives different results. (23) The best time to run a marathon is at
the age of 28.28-year-olds seem to get the best times. And it’s not all downhill for your body after
this ... your bones are strongest when you’re 30.
If you want to invent something or make a big discovery, you’re to do it by the time you’re 40.
This is the average for when Nobel-winning research is done, but this age is also relevant to all
great achievements. So don’t waste time! And what else can we hope for in our 40s? —Well,
men’s salaries peak at 48 ... but the peak for women comes earlier, at 39. (24) And apparently, the
40s and 50s are also the decades in which you’re best at understanding other people’s emotions. It
must be because of all the practice you will have had by then.
And what next? Well, (25) the people who are most satisfied with life are 69 and your vocabulary
is at its best in your 60s and 70s. And according to studies, 74-year-olds are happiest with their
bodies, and 82-year-olds have the best psychological wellbeing—that really surprised me. So
perhaps old age isn’t something to fear after all.
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Part I Vocabulary & Grammar (15 marks)
There are 15 incomplete sentences in this part. For each blank there are four choices marked A, B,
C and D. Choose the one that best completes the sentence. Then mark the corresponding letter on

the answer sheet with a single line through the centre.

26 As a sailor John often goes to sea, and the days when he is at home with his parents in a year
_____about one month.
A.add up to
B. arrive at
C. get close to
D. sum up

[E%]1 A

Lt Y A0 EN—AIKT, John L9 i, —F P ARRISCREE S H 7 Bk K2y
—NH . “add up to”E BB, BTHAR, Rk — KAV BUEA IS — 4 S . B Til“arrive
at” BN “FIIA (Hb O BiAF 25187 C Tl get close to” B N “Hl”, BiR AR SE42IA ] D Ii“sum
up RN, iR,

27 Maria never regretted paying $1,000 for the antique book. As a matter of fact, she would gladly
have paid  forit.
A. as much twice
B. as twice much
C. much as twice
D. twice as much

[%%1D

[f#tr] f)5: Maria WAEIAE T 1,000 S£CAMA N #A . Sbp b, dhEt 2R RS AT
PRSI ERSEE . “twice as much” & [H FE KL, 258 N 5% +as+much/many+as”, HFLb
BMEREEE, TR, FIF 5. A Tii“as much twice” B Ti“as twice much” 1 C Ti*“much
as twice” Y AT & Al HER B N .

28 Interestingly enough, it is women men who get a divorce in the courts nowadays in

Britain. Seven out of ten divorces are ___ to the wife.
A. apart from; judged
B. aside from; given
C. rather than; granted
D. other than; sentenced

[%%]1C

[t ] Al AR, MEAEREMERE E, RIMEMARLSHEREEE. o2t
B H PR AR T 2T . 85— “rather than” BN AR, A TXFEL, SRiAFMAE (Lot
MAERHERR T (B o 58 =2 “granted” BN« QL L) b, 277, TH T ESER,
FRVEREIE S U820, A Ti“apart from” 7= N“F&. ... ZAHN, ARXTH; “judged” % H
Ta AW, ARSI G R . B Di“aside from”[F“Bg...... 2N, “given”EON“A T,
{BE R RERE N BEEAIER . D I“other than”Z N“FR 77, AFEXTEL; “sentenced” &5 1 5
FlPe bt , H5EETR.
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29 An international treaty signed several years ago _ trade in plants and animals of endangered
species.
A. eliminates
B. forbids
C. overlooks
D. despises

[%%1B

CAgtT Y ). JUAERT 23 1 — T E PR ok A 25 BB YA IS B 55 . “forbids™ & <4k
b, FRZAAFEAEENT, WHHIEREAT 8. KA EEREIRRL”, KELHH, &
BN G IR, DRI 2 b B B % o A Til“eliminates” = N “THBR”; C Ti“overlooks™ 7= N« 2.
;s D Ti“despises” & N “EBAL”

30 He wasn’t appointed chairman of the committee,  not very popular with all its members.
A. being considered
B. considering
C. to be considered
D. having considered

[E%]1 A

Ot Y A0 A SR R 2 B, O ASSZ BT i 53 (I . “being considered”
FEHE A MIE L CHEERE S BION™) , MRIRBEMRTE, R R Ea AR L (26
FED o WiE L, FRAN AT, BRIIESFA—H (he) , HFHINES (e
A ASZYGE) o B Ti“considering” & £3E, B A“HIER]”; C Ii“to be considered”
AR, ZRHEMECKRKRSNE, AFRERE; D Ui“having considered” A 5E it EshE X, &
WEENAPATE

31 The network will provide vital links between education, industry, commerce and other
professions __ helping young people understand the requirements of employers and
making them familiar with the new technology.
A. by; at the same time
B. for; by the way
C. in; nevertheless
D. through; so far
[%%]1 A
Ot ] A0 ZKmad 35 B AF 0 N B - A0 ZEK, A A AT T BB B, 7E30A
Tk PV ATAR L 2 (A SR B R R . B4 by Ron T BT, SOy
77307, A)FH“helping young people...” s& “provide vital links”ff] A&7 7%, B Ti“for> CHT)
FKHP); CHl“in” (FE......H) RIRE: D Bi“through” GEId) B[R E, HRIHT 77T
£7, 2 7%: “at the same time” = AN C[F . AT 4G N FH 51 31 “help understand...” 1
“making them familiar...”, F/"#H R #H1T. B Wi“by the way” UIfE) H T ANBIME S
C Ti“nevertheless” (JRTMM) FHeAr; D Ti“so far” (B HAT A L) FKEFAITEH .

32 a dispute between the managers, most superiors refuse to become involved, expecting the

managers to resolve the issue.

A. Because of; on their own
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B. Confronted with; themselves
C. Due to; in all
D. Enabled to; together
[%%]1B
[t Y AR MIin & B 8 1l K28 BG4 N, WEREEATE g in & .
“Confronted with”Z 7R “[H G FPIRAS, MEIRTERGIR gk zhab T2 2y 5 AL 5L, 1M “themselves™
BN 2 AR TR s 2 PR N 5% B ok i)l . A Tii“Because of” () KA, “on their own”
M7 i) B4 FiEREL; C I “Due to” (HT) KIEE, “nall” C(23L) & XA D
Ti“Enabled to” (WK T 68 7)) TChtizh# HIZHHL, “together” (—i#Z) 5“between managers”
7 JE o

33 Many freshmen get into trouble by spending too much time on one class at the of the

others, either because they like one class much better or because they find it so much harder that
they think they should all their time to it.
A. charge; put
B. debt; spend
C. expense; devote
D. price; pay

[E%]1C

Ot Y A0 VE2 8 AL RO ZE AR A A R A 00 N 26K 22 I TR17E — 1R T R N JRR 0L,
BRI B R TTER, A R D9 AT A5 8 1 TR HE LA 22 T O BT I A B (1A 4%
ANFHr, %—75: “at the expense of J& [l B fH1E, E N“PL...... AR ... A Tii“at
the charge of"JEH #1K 1L ; B Ii“at the debt o JLULFAHEL; D Tii“at the price of” EBE R,
{HFE T &8s A A 5E . 5 — 2% “devote” 5 *all their time to it” /2 h% & 5E #4 BL “devote time
to...” CHEEFIRIFZA...... ), BRIALVEME. A Di“put’)5 i #“into”, dFE“to”; B Ti“spend”#E L
N“spend time on”; D Tji“pay” % H T 44k,

34 People living in small towns and villages often seem more friendly than those living in
populated areas.
A. densely
B. highly
C. intensively
D. tensely
[E%]1 A
CAgdT ] A0 JEAEAE /N BRATRS 9 N E H AF- BE J AR A N R %5 3 XA N B A0
“densely”, EiA/f&1fi“populated”, “densely populated” & [ &%k, Fa«“ N LN (U1K
7). B Ti“highly populated”#/> i, H “highly” 22 il G & (s JE & %) s C Tl “intensively”
s dE, TR ECEYR; D Di“tensely” & ARk, &ttt &5 H .

35 Recently a number of cases in that state have been reported of young people  a violent act
seen on television and in movies.

A. accelerating

B. duplicating

C. modifying
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D. stimulating

[%%]1B

CAgrTY A Bk, RADIMARIE T VF2 200, R N0 £ AL 5 E 2 1) 2 1T
Mo “duplicating”, =A“EH]. B, MATFE NG R IIAT R, oRifE R ERE .
A Tii“accelerating” (HIi#) F£/RIEH ; C IT“modifying” (B 84T 4; D Bi“stimulating”
CRIEO fRIEE#1T N,

36 We will always remember the kindness and you showed us when my family and I were

suffering our losses.

A. humane; at
B. humanism; of
C. humankind; to
D. humanity; from

[%%]1D

Lt ] A0 B NIE R FATHI R M i, AT 270z e E 8 m RA 1 e I A= 24
5 AR —2 “humanity” (APE. NIEISM) H“kindness” ([Z2) FHAIERTE, F£iR
AR IETH B . A Ti“humane”, JEAiE, NiEK], ARE541031%]; B i“humanism” (A
ESO MEHFEHIL; C Bi“humankind™f8 2E AN 56 = “from” 5 suffer 4 B & € 5 C
“suffer from” ([H...... 2w, R FEERBUKMASZ I « A Di“suffer at”if R /s “7E 5N
R BI“ofZ M THM; C Wi“to” LI AT .

37 The World Bank has funded many development schemes . including shanty town and
transport improvements.
A. global
B. overall
C. worldwide
D. universal

[E%]1C

[fgtr] A)E. AT E 5 7 F 2 ERGER A EIH , A7 X SegE A8 @ i .
“worldwide” 2 BRIG ¥, EEMEM 4], SRIFIE 8 S VG T, A S AR ERAT I
EI bR . A Ti“global”, B, KM, T4 ; B Di“overall”, SRR, 584
PEIMAEH VG Fl; D Wi“universal”, i), fE@HM Z.

38 —Well,  , governments should introduce more policies to help families with children.
—I’m not so sure about that. It doesn’t seem fair for people who don’t have kids.
A. as you know
B. as far as I’'m concerned
C. to tell you the truth
D. believe it or not

[%%1B

Ot ) ) —— B3, BUF MOZHEH T 2 BRI WA 21 5 E . ——RA KA E «
XX A ZF NSV T-ANAF. “as far as I'm concerned” (FEFRBK) , 1ENIENIEH
MR IBVIEE M EMAI, 5T A A . A Ti“as you know” CWMRFTEDD FFBRIAXUT 2
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KNEESZ,; C Tii“to tell you the truth” (15 SZ 35 ) I H H &M 5 2 3, 5& MR L D Hi“believe
it or not” (fEAME HIR) BN AT o

39 —Are you ready to order?
—Yes. Can I have the full English breakfast, please? And I’d like the poached egg, not the fried, if
possible.
—  And what would you like for the drink?
—Coffee, please.
A. Not at all.
B. You’re welcome.
C. Yes, that’s fine.
D. Sorry I can’t.

[E%]C

[fEtr] AR T HE R e T g ? . W ReEEI A QERATHERE,
WEMUE, AERE —H, R, SEE A A? WHE o R 5% A X A 1) A
PRER (WAL 45 T 15 € BB “Yes, that’s fine.” (AF[), W) , HEALER F—M
W, A Ti“Notatall” (52D HFRINEHEEER: B Ji“You're welcome” (AES)
FFRIZ#H; D Bi“Sorry I can’t” (Hik, A7) I,

40 —Have you got a cloth? I’ve knocked my drink over! I’m so sorry! I should have been more
careful.

—  The carpet’s old anyway.

A. There’s no need to apologize.

B. I really feel sorry about it.

C. That’s too bad!

D. What can I do for you?

[%%] A
[t A) & 1B AT ? FITRIYORL T B IRAZE AN ANLTEH -

SOEHWEEIH T . “There’s no need to apologize.” (AN TEIO [B] WX} 75 1 H 57, PA“The carpet’s

old anyway.” (IE/R [ ATEE) 2240 ), HRILTEASE . B I really feel sorry about it”
(AR INE P G54 C T“That’s too bad!” KK 1) Fnifs, Sictbm B

/%; D Ii“What can I do for you?” (REEFHEAT 4?7 ) ZETEMAE R, WESIEE.

Part III Cloze (10 marks)

Section A (5 marks)

Read the following passage and fill in the blanks with the correct forms of 5 words or phrases out

of the 7 given in the box. Write the answers on the answer sheet.

Commonly appearing in the top ten fears, public speaking is one of the biggest worries many

people have. It is a time when many people feel under pressure. Not surprisingly, presenting is

nearly all about (41) _ and it’s surprisingly easy to achieve.

Many of us feel that we work effectively in our daily roles, but the moment our manager tells us

that we have to do a presentation tomorrow, the fear kicks in. The key to (42) _ this is to

present as often as we can. The more normal it becomes, the easier it will be.

Start with a positive mindset. Think about how well the presentation will go. Don’t focus on it

going wrong.
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Make decisions quickly about what to include. Brainstorm your ideas and decide what to leave out
(43) __ away—no one can cover everything.
Have a clear mind about (44) _ what you want to say. Don’t focus on the people in the room
and things you can’t control. Just focus on what you can control.
One of the biggest fears and (45)  is how we will handle a difficult audience or difficult
questions. This is the one point when many people feel the situation is out of control. However,
with good preparation, we can probably predict 90% of the questions we will be asked. And have
an answer ready.
So the most important element to perform well?
Prepare. Prepare. Prepare.
41

[% %] confidence

CAgHT Y 2 BT “about™ 5, 7F — M2 WMEREIE. 456 LN, X Bk ik
Lot AR FEMHI R RGBT . “confident”, JEZEHE, HAGM, Fa¥H 4K “confidence”.
42

[ %] getting over

[t 1= A AL T“The key to _ this™&5#H, 5 75 8244 1] 503 44 17 A A 18] “to™ IR 5 i
“this”fqfX_E ST RAR (fear) o “get over” (FEAR) TR NEN 44 17l “getting over”, KA {R15
VEIE#. 18X _F, TAJ“The more normal it becomes, the easier it will be” (EFER &, ik
B0 UHHEA T2 S Re v IRER,  JH N “getting over Rl & B L4
43

[ % %] straight

[fdbT] = AL T 5515 “decide what to leave out _ away” ™, “leave out” (FHH&) J57E—
AN EFAE SR, RN AR M. “straight”3E N J& 72 A %2 42 15 “straight away” (55 1.
SERD IR NEAZ I decide”
44

[ % %] exactly

[f#AT] 2= A4 F<about  what you want to say” ', “about” /5 75 — @l A& T B AR JH
i “what you want to say”, FRIAFEFFEHITE. “exact” T A NEIFE X exactly”, 1EAIR
B N,
45

[ % %] challenges

AT ] 25 A AL F“One of the biggest fears and  ”, H“and”ZE#ZFHF 454, “one of the
biggest”J5 i HE 441, F“one of + AI £ 44 18] A AL, “fears” CRME) AR, HILH
FH i challenge” (Fki) ALK AEHIY K “challenges”.

[ 4 Ciix]
NP AL RBA 2, —VFZ N KR — o Rt — V2 NIRRT 1
Zlo ZAFR, WUHLFERERT (4D BfE, e hahs s sl
A2 NER AR 5 OFE H & TAEP SRR G, H— BR MG RRATV R L AUE Y, R
TR ZIZE K. (42) FEIRIXASRR M R R e 2 il UF . SRR 1, et
DRI g . BT R 2 4. AESCEE AR .
P ok ZA S ANE. BB AR, I (43) SLHVRE G 4—%F NRER
#i— Y.
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THRRFNIEIR (44) FETERUAT 4 o AT S5 A B NN T A2 R s . R ORTEIRAERS
il (R A

EORIRBARAT (45) PRl — REBAT U] XS — AN REXSAS AR SRR T [ ] . VR 2 ANAEIX
AR R DL . PRI, B TS (HE S, FRATRTRETIN Y 90%HF B[] B ) A, IF
HERIFE SR

Wz, RO R ROCH 2GR ATE?

g, HEd. HESR.

Section B (5 marks)
Read the following passage and fill in each blank with one word in one of the following three
ways: according to the context, by using the correct form of the given word(s), or by using the
given letters of the word. Write the answers on the answer sheet.
A recent survey revealed that children in the UK get an average of 12 pounds pocket money every
week, with an (46)  (addition) 10 pounds during the holidays. But according to the same
survey, they would need at least 25 pounds if they wanted to buy everything they need. The same
survey tells us that if they had the money, they would spend it immediately.
They spend just over half of this money on food and drink and Starbucks is their favourite place to
eat out. They also like to buy clothes, shoes and accessories, as well (47) _ video games and
electronic goods. And they pay to download movies or music from the Internet.
British teens like virtual window-shopping, saving time and money before they visit the shops. An
(48) inc____ number of teens, particularly boys, would prefer to shop online if they had the choice.
Another trend is social shopping, or posing comments and pictures from shopping trips on social
media.
British parents would usually (49)  pay for teenagers’ clothes or go halves with them as long
as they didn’t feel they were wasting their money. Many parents pay their children’s smartphone
bill if it doesn’t exceed the agreed monthly (50)  (allow). Parents usually pay for all travel
expenses, friends’ birthday presents and special treats.
Young people should understand the value of money. Most children admitted they would happily
tidy their rooms, walk the dog, do the washing up, or take the garbage out if they earned money
for it. Most teenagers admitted they should save their money for something useful and they
shouldn’t spend it on food or entertainment only. But very few them actually do it.
46

[ %41 additional

CiEdT Y 2 F AL 55 45 i “addition”, HARYE B F3C, W] LAE 2 HIE AR E M 41510
pounds” (10 3£8%) . “addition” (#41d]) ¥4 lyIE 451 X “additional” (FAME]) , Fox
B Z AR S AR AP I G0
47

[%%] as

[t ] == B AL T-“as well video games and electronic goods”, [il 5 1 “as well as”F&
AR, TR TS« N “as” VA LA, 7EA)E By mer e e .
48

[% %] increasing
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[#dT) =AM T“Aninc number of teens”, PA“inc”{EAFEHER, MR BT TR
¥, BT DEELINYEF 2 BT, K% % A “increasing” () ; Hik%E,
FH %25 104 1 4 18] “number”

49

[ % %] either

[f#%#T] = F A7 T “British parents would usually  pay for teenagers’ clothes or go halves
with them”, )T Hi“or" &Ik ik —K R“pay for” (ZAFE%) i go halves” (Fr#H—2}) .
“either” 5 ““or” #4 B¢ [&] & $4 L “either... or...”, FIR“EA...... B , EVEANE VLR
50

[% %] allowance

[Agtr 1 25 A AR 4 5 45 th“allow™ X — 3R §Ezr, (B LT SCH B e T UK i 0 FERR AT, 75
i T3 “allow” 44 3] 3t “allowance” (BRA S FED , 5 “monthly” FIS [APIR 7 “agreed”

(L5 18—

[ 4 Ciix]

BT —TUR B RoR, JeEJLEA ARG 12 820k, Bt s (460 AN
10 5585 (EARYE R — i, RN TR SERr R —), 1202 25 3585, 2
RN, RMATEER, SLRIER.

AT I — 2 AR AR B S AT ORE B, AR B e AR At AT i Xk P R e AT T XK
SEAR M BETAMS,  (47) DARASIE AT H T 72 o ARATTIEAST 2 N ELIC I 4 L s Bl
Ko

] 2 5 R UM Bl D —— 1 25 T T A I TR B R B . (48) BRI
HME, THESZ, WRAERFENEERSAELIY . 5— MaB 2y, e
BEAR_E R ATV IRAT IR P AT

Je[EHARHE R (49) HANFDERRIREH, L 5M010 48—, REMAITINZ T
BRI WRAEELERH (500 BREL 2B EZTRIE R THUKE . Bk
I H SO A A IE S . AR A H ALY 3l A

ERAN AR S ME . REHEZTRIN, WA, ] R E B ps A @A)
Vewi s A5 b o R ZHF DA AN, AN AR T H I FY, Tz A eE gyl ss b
EARH N IR R

Part [V Reading Comprehension (30 marks)

There are three passages in this part. Each passage is followed by several questions. Respond to
questions using information from the passage. Write the answers on the answer sheet.

Section A (10 marks)

Questions 51—55 are based on the following passage.

We’ve come a long way since the days when stories of gods and goddesses were the only way to
understand the puzzling peculiarities of nature. But although we know many answers, there are
still some secrets that Mother Nature still holds close to her. From singing sand dunes and balls of
lightning, here are some incredible but still unexplainable tricks of nature.

Hidden in a forest, the Crooked Forest in Poland is a grove of around 400 pines that have a
hook-shaped bottom. Although it is believed that whatever caused the trees, which were planted in
the 1930s, to swerve happened when they were around 7 to 10 years old, nobody knows why these
trees didn’t grow straight. (51)
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From California and Africa to China and Qatar, if you listen very carefully you can hear the sand
singing. Listeners have likened the sound to the deep hum of bees. (52)  So far, all studies
have managed to work out is that the different music notes that the sand produces relies on the size
of the grains and how fast they travel through the air, but they are still no closer to discovering
how they make this music.
Lightning doesn’t always strike in zigzag bolts from the sky; sometimes it falls in a circular flash
of blue. (53)  Ball Lightning can last for a second, which is longer than normal lightning but
still not long enough for scientists to capture and study it in a lab.
Contrary to its cousin—Ball Lightning, the Catatumbo Lightning is famous for its prevalence.
Almost every evening for the last few centuries, there is an “everlasting storm” over a swamp in
northwest Venezuela that lasts for up to 10 hours and contains an average of 28 lightning strikes
per minute. The colorful lightning can strike every second and doesn’t produce thunder. (54)
Occasionally the storms disappear for a few weeks at a time. There has been much

speculation about the cause, but nobody knows for sure.
What would you think if you saw a globular blob falling from the sky? It is called Star Jelly.
Folklore described it as a consequence of meteor showers, which explains why it is known as
astral-jelly, star-slime, or star-slubber. Unfortunately, while this mysterious substance regularly
falls onto fields and meadows, it disappears quick. (55)  That hasn’t stopped speculation
over the years, which ranges from the paranormal slime to something amphibious.
Questions 51—55
Choose from the sentences A—G the one which best fits each gap of 51—55. There are two extra
sentences which you do not need to use.
A. This phenomenon, which is still unexplained, only occurs in one country in the world.
B. What even makes it more mysterious is that everything around them has grown normally.
C. Modern science explains the reasons behind some of the inexplicable things that nature can
produce.
D. This makes analysis difficult, so scientists are unable to correctly identify it.
E. Scientists have been baffled about the reason why.
F. However, it can stop just as suddenly as it starts.
G. Since it is so rare and unpredictable, little is known about it.
51

[&%]1B

CAEATY O SCRGR 792225 AR AR AE 7-10 25 125 i 1R S DR R S, B R B2 K A IR 58 1
Blo B IUEFANTS 7 X — AR, o b R AR B IE W AR Ko BL R B e, 108 1 b
PP, AR R, fFEBOR B R TOR .
52

[E%]1E

Ot X i SCHIR 170 Bl RO 35 1 BUAR BT 75, 5 SCIR BT FUA BE I 7 5 A M T30
PR /NFTE B, {H“no closer to discovering how they make this music” (& & & I dn{a] il i& X
P AR) o EWUWENRLER), ARG sl AESIER, e RN, F3
I Fee I+ BARKI 7T I -
53
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CARATY AT SO HERIR NI, J5 SCU B R — PR 2 DAFE SR IS =R 7L . G Tl 5E
S AP BRI 7T IR M PR 5 PR = 5 L ARTAS T T M 55 0 S N TR) R VR 70 B A oG, R .
G Ti“little is known” (FIZ /) 58 BOR MR 2 Wk 32 78— F.

54

[%%] A

CAAEAT 1 A SR = 5 R ARHE A FEL K R A (ER N ER R R A AP AR , e SCHR
R R B RNBERE . A BIRFE& BT B8, A B R “still unexplained” (R
RS , PR SCHIAEMIAR S FLk, A Ti5RE “only occurs in one country” ( H7E—ANEZK
KA, 5HISCH“over a swamp in northwest Venezuela” (ZWNEGHL I —VEE) —2, 2
W a1 A R
55

[%%]1D

CAdEAT X H SO Ul 22 B0 AR AR, J5 SR 3 2 AE S IIH R BAR e IR HE )5 R . D B Hext
N ¥ “disappears quick” R SE e, S IeiERA], 55 SO AR R R .
RSO R E M LR GHRPD SBFR B (i) 458 (eikiRa , D I
SEEMANIX—1B4H .

[ &)

FATH OB AR SR AR B AR AL R AR (R RATAIEVF 25 %, KAR
BESRATY SRR A — Lo o MR YD B B BRIR A L, 0% U — 284 Ak LB ASE AT TG
PO E AR AT M

Rl 7E AR AR R B 228 MR AR, 2 — 20 400 BRAAM R AR, RS 240K . RE AT,
Tk R4 FEEXEE 1930 SEARFIME R ATE 7 2] 10 2B &AL 1, BN FIE AT 4T L
BHKE. (51 BERMEE, JER—UEEKIER.

MRFAR JE AT FE PN B AR B R, WRARAFAIER I, SERENT 2170 TR EK . W& X f s
IR IRYTENS . (52) BFER—BEXN LR RER R . 124 81k, Brait i ae i
TE VDT AR B AN [R5 57 B TR 1 /NN THE 23 FR RS Bl B, AR AT ITD SR R e R L
AT e & X A R

DN R A B2 DLz 2T R TR s A B DUIE B[RRI DR . (53Dl T etk I AL
ANTETFRI, AATTREE A1z b o BRI B AT DURFS: —Fb%f, X IER A, (HX R 50k
YATIAS & DATE SEBG 2 Fl AN 08

HH——BRIRIN AR, R85 B A H DL s e 1T ) 44 o o 25 ) L2 WP B4
b, RN ERLITALE — R EE L, BaE g okER G, FREKIA 10 /N, P
BEoreh 28 IRINH . BENBEEDESHI, BAERR. (54) XR—IMEVR LR,
I HAE T B —DNEF KA . RBER SRV AN EEA V2550, 2N\
.

WRARE B —ADNECR MK LF T RSB ERONE B o B aAL UK IR i 2
P28, IXWRERE T A A e RN RIS BIRBUERY) . A, REZXMRY R
2 VR AE P AR, (e RER. (55) XS R M, KRRk
IEMRANE .. 2K, KIFRAIEAATRSEN, MG B SR PR PR A0 5 1 -

Section B (10 marks)

Questions 56—60 are based on the following passage.

Friendship can bring us happiness and heartache. You might meet your best friend when you are
five years old and stay close throughout your childhood, help each other through your teenage
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years, and experience many life milestones together. On the other hand, you might meet someone
who instantly becomes your best friend and have a few months or even years of intense friendship,
only for it to fizzle out as you begin leading different lives. Before you know it, you have lost
touch with someone who used to know everything about you.

Our friends are usually like us, and this is no accident. Sociologists say that the concept of
homophily is involved in making close friends. Homophily is the idea that we naturally form
connections with people who are similar to us, whether this is in age, gender, interests, or ethnicity.
For example, homophily explains why schoolchildren have friendships with others in their grade
level rather than in other grades. However, is this still true for the social media age? It’s not
uncommon to have hundreds even thousands of “friends” across different social media accounts,
many of them with different backgrounds from our own.

According to the psychologist Robin Dunbar, we are only able to maintain 150 friendships. He
believes that friendships can be organized in circles—the outer circles are acquaintances moving
in towards an inner core. This inner core can have five people, which usually includes our
romantic partners, and best friends. Dunbar describes this inner core as a buffer that protects us
from the stresses of modern life. In a similar way, close friendships can have physical benefits.
Chatting, laughing until you cry, or even just hanging out doing nothing with friends can release
endorphins, which have a calming effect. Regular social contact can make us happier, live longer,
and even improve our immune system so that we are less likely to become ill and we recover more
quickly from illness.

So, does this mean that we are going to be unhappy and unhealthy if we don’t have a best friend?
Not necessarily. Although a close connection with a best friend is obvious, we can also connect
with acquaintances and even strangers. Even temporary or one-off connections give us a feel-good
factor that boosts our well-being. To really feel these benefits, the social interaction or friendship
needs to be reciprocal. When we choose people, we want to feel that they are choosing us, too.

In recent studies, many aspects of our everyday lives have moved online, including friendships.
Talking and sharing our lives with our friends on social media can actually bring us closer to the
friends we have offline. It gives us extra opportunities to interact with them when real life might
get in the way of seeing them in person. However, online communication doesn’t release
neurochemicals in the same ways as face-to-face communication, so it shouldn’t substitute
meeting up with friends in real life.

Questions 56—60

Answer the following questions with the information given in the passage.

56 What can friendship bring us besides happiness?

[ % %1 Heartache.

[t CEZFE B A48 . “Friendship can bring us happiness and heartache.” H It AT
B, AAEHRITR IR (happiness) Z AR 0 (heartache) o @i+ H1“besides happiness”
XF LR SCHEBI 2R 2R

57 What is homophily?
[% %] Itis the idea that we naturally form connections with people who are similar to us.
[t CE 8 B = = HA)4 8 X : “Sociologists say... homophily is involved...
Homophily is the idea that we naturally form connections with people who are similar to us,
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whether in age, gender, interests, or ethnicity.” 8 A1) B #2 E SC“[F) i 14 (homophily) % 0o i

#&: “the idea that we naturally form connections with people who are similar to us” ( \ 5 FHL#&

HAREERR) .

58 How can friendships be organized according to Robin Dunbar?
[%2] They can be organized in circles—the outer circles and the inner core.
Rt 55 = B3 —h) B 70 JZ2 45 /. “He believes that friendships can be organized in
circles—the outer circles are acquaintances moving in towards an inner core.” @ - 7] “ 4 {n] 24 21>
(how organized) , &% H 15| FE U [E B JZ AL (outer circles and inner core) .

59 What can close friendships produce?

[ %] Physical benefits.

[T ] 58 = B3 FL A MEFE AT : “In a similar way, close friendships can have physical benefits.”
JFi 3C“release endorphins” (B ANMERK) + “live longer” (ZEKF1y) %545 H“physical benefits”
IEARSRIL, W RONIZE SRR .

60 How do online friendships differ from oftline interaction?

[% 2] It doesn’t release neurochemicals in the same ways as offline interaction.

[ b IR B e — ) 4 Hi 4% 0 25 57« “Online communication doesn’t release neurochemicals in
the same ways as face-to-face communication...” 8 -“differ”$& [ Lb A BH L] 22 7 (M L%
R T :ANE) 5 “offline interaction” X W Jif 3 “face-to-face communication”. [Kl 2 %N
It doesn’t release neurochemicals in the same ways as offline interaction.

[ 4 Ciix]

FOHBEREH R PR, IR R0« VREGVFAE T8 IS5 R T BRIFRIIR AL, B EE LA
B, EADENREBIRTT, REZENANEEZ BREE. e, RWATREE NG L2 N
BR, MEHAEBHFE N EESE, DRNEPOTEATETmE RS . R0EE, BN
BRI A RN C & L E1E .

AT ACE T 5 B AL, XHAEMAR. 2 FIEH, AP R F

(homophily) M@z, [FIFIESR A2 BIRGER . Tl Mol alRh AR I @ L4 . 4
s ERRE T O B T S AT AR HAN AR JR I R S5 . (AR SR AR, R
IRt 2 NSV A el H 2 BT AR, TR 5 0l il .
OHZFRD R ABEHRH: ANRIAELER 150 B A A v 4% 5 B2 2 0 oy —4h
FlRZZZA, FNEMEZOE . XOREEENIN, SR EER. BERHA
VEGE rhIARAR S e I Beb o [R13E, SR AR RET R AL B A AL . 5 AR R Ui, SEHI R
THETC BT < BE I O, BT RO AT B T R YRR . R B AR S A A N SRR
BRAF, EERRRIERG, FAREHRES I IE RS .
KEBERERERKREAEHZR? Kb, RESEZMIRED N UG RE, Hizizz
AT Z A AN I (R B 3 o 408 B — UM I EL B R P AR SR T SEAR BRI T RN, o R
B3RS, A EOACHE 7 B A —— A T A N, 7B B T 1 %

IR R R, BEAEZ OB R, KEIRAGI S FEAE SRR 5 I AT AR 0
SOMPLTE N1 IS PEAG W, X F2 It 78 B3N, ST, 2k bY@ Teik e
25N BBy ORI AL Y, AN BB P R =

Section C (10 marks)
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Questions 61—65 are based on the following passage.

When asked about their favourite animals, many people answer dolphins. They are known as
friendly intelligent creatures that have a special relationship with humans. For example, dolphins
can tell when a woman is pregnant. They can also tell when someone is in trouble. No one is
really sure why this is the case. Experts think they may understand that humans are similar to them
and try to protect them from predators and other dangers. Dolphins’ protection of humans might
not be just automatic or instinctive: they may actively decide to help in certain situations.

There are many stories about dolphins protecting humans from sharks. Wildlife filmmaker Hardy
Jones was filming a group of dolphins, when a large shark swam towards him, ready to attack.
Four dolphins came to his rescue and drove the shark away. Perhaps they could tell he was a
person who cared very much about dolphins. In fact, Jones was a well-known campaigner against
the killing of dolphins. In another incident, four people were saved from a great white shark by a
pod of dolphins. The dolphins herded the swimmers into a group and formed a protective ring
around them. As they had not yet seen the shark, one of them tried to swim away. He couldn’t get
away, he was pushed back inside the ring by the dolphins.

Dolphins not only save humans from sharks, but protect them in other situations too. A scuba
diver was hit by a boat near the Channel Islands and he was unconscious, but survived 56 hours in
the water, watched over by a pod of about 150 dolphins. In 2014, dolphins again came to the help
of a human. Joey Trevino was losing hope. He had been in the sea for 24 hours after his boat sank
in the Gulf of Mexico. He felt he couldn’t keep going any more. A friendly dolphin approached
him and gently pushed him, as if to say don’t give up. That moral support and encouragement may
have saved Trevino’s life.

Whales have also been known to protect both humans and other mammals. In California, in 2012,
a BBC Planet Earth film crew filmed a group of humpback whales who were protecting migrating
grey whales from attacks by orcas (J& %) over a period of at least seven hours. In China, Yang
Yun applied for a job training whales at Polar Land in the city of Harbin. For the interview she
had to dive down as far as possible in the seven-metre deep pool. When she was about five metres
down, she found she couldn’t move her legs due to the freezing temperatures. Two beluga whales,
Mila and Nicola, sensed that she was in trouble. Mila gripped her leg in the mouth and pushed her
to the surface, saving her life.

Stories of marine mammals helping humans—and each other—date back to Ancient Greece.
Although we may never be sure why they help us, many people feel that it is a good reason for us
to do whatever we can to protect them.

Questions 61—65

Complete the summary below with information from the passage, using no more than three words
for each blank.

We human beings have friends and protectors in the sea. Dolphins are famous for their
friendliness and intelligence. Experts believe that they may (61)  decide to rescue those in
need. There are many true stories about them. Once a pod of dolphins saved the life of (62)
from a large shark. The man happened to be a famous campaigner for the protection of dolphins.
Some (63)  were filmed protecting migrating grey whales from attacks by orcas, a scene
lasting for more than (64) . Beluga whales helped a diver who couldn’t get to the surface of a
pool because she was unable to (65)  in the icy water.
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61

[% %] actively

[ A Y B J5 S5 — BE“Dolphins’ protection of humans might not be just automatic or instinctive:
they may actively decide to help in certain situations.” n] L& tH i BT N R RFAT AIER R
AKHe, MR RE“E B E” (actively decide) , summary H“rescue those in need” X} w7 M Ak )
“help in certain situations”, #{IH “actively”, FH]ILEH BN
62

[% 2] afilmmaker

[t Y B i SC 3 — Br“Wildlife filmmaker Hardy Jones was filming a group of dolphins, when a
large shark swam towards him... Four dolphins came to his rescue.” 7] %1 Ji 3 #% #% R & N
“Wildlife filmmaker” (B} AEZPEEFIT) , summary H “the man happened to be a famous
campaigner” W 5 SO0 S AN R Ol RIEIRE S E ) , T E AN LTV AZ 0 “a
filmmaker”.
63

[ % %] humpback whales

[f#FTY H R SC 28 DY Ba BBC Planet Earth film crew filmed a group of humpback whales who
were protecting migrating grey whales from attacks by orcas.” 1] %1 Jif 3C H £2 15 H R4 2K i fr) 3=
A 2 “humpback whales” (J3kf5) , H summary "' “protecting migrating grey whales” 5 2 5¢
4JLEE, #3HA humpback whales.
64

[ %41 seven hours
[t Y B i SC 3 DU B “protecting... over a period of at least seven hours.” 7 %1 Ji S B A 158 B £#

YT NS Z /b L/ (seven hours) , summary >R IE B “more than ”, JE I “at
least”fR &I 2 &, H(IH“seven hours”,
65

[% %1 move her legs

[t Y BB 5 SC 58 DU B : ““she found she couldn’t move her legs due to the freezing temperatures.”
AT SR IR T 7K 03 PR SE A T TeiE AL B R 6 (couldn’t move her legs) , summary H'“unable
to  inthe icy water” ELEEXS B AR BERR S,  HiH “move her legs”.

[ 4 Ciix]

I S R BN, 2 A EIEEK. eAGEIR SN AEmE 4, 5SAREE
FEIROGHR . 4N, MR AESE o LR R4, WEEIRINA iR . JTE AW R B N, HE
FNNEANTEVF R NI AL, BRIl R N e f e A G R 1R 5 o i oxt
NEHIRA AT A T B 3 ) N B BE——E A TP REAERF 2 1 58 T Lsh s i 32 T
R HFIR R NS il e S Il (S BN . B AR sl s Fr il A APt - 3y (Hardy
Jones) IEFTE—REEEIKIT, —sE & Mgl fhife ks Bt . U0 R M IR HT R AR RO & f
IR —— W VF R D e TR N 2 AR AR R S IR N o s b, Bl e 2 44 1 St A o
BSE. S, —RRERMREE DR TN BRIk E T R R, JFH
SR RS . T RO KRB E o — AR, AR ] CR 4 Y .
IR E RN, AR ARG 0 ap 97 N3 o — 24 T 7K DA Sk 75 AR A & R i R
b R R L ER, EAIEL) 150 RIS T Tk AF 56 NI . 2014 48, MK ECH
BINZE: Frft-RpdEvh (Joey Trevino) HIMGAE 28 PU EHE T Ja CAEHE LIREF 24 /NI, A
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2 EE, BAINTCIRGRER IR RF . B — ORGE i ISR I i I e SR ezl 15 i E D AN 2
F7o IRARG R SR 5 S T RERB TR AR ) 2

LN 2 R4 N2 AR L3, 2012 4E7E AR JE A, BBC (Hhkikzh) B
SRR — R Sk g R ST vh R AR i G 32 P By, 12 AR SRR DL/ . FER L
25 I I R AR PR SR B SRR BN, 75 £ -EOR R i o R AT BB i B 0K
RIS, W KK AR AR IR B2 2l . R FHE0OREL (Mila) 5 JEnl i (Nicola) B4
AR KA FH A WA A e (1 R PR Dt 2K T, R T b ) 2

USRI IR L S R B N 8 L [R) S P i o vl DB 0 2 ot A i 3] RV BRATT BV 7K I et
NG H, B2 NAOVIKIER — 7o B, FERA 1SS e R e,

Part V. Translation (15 marks)

Section A (5 marks)

Translate the following paragraph into Chinese. Write the answer on the answer sheet.

66 China is home to some of the most beautiful celebrations on the planet—celebrations filled
with colour and meaning. Loong is the totem (&) of the Chinese nation, and loong dance is the
most commonly seen entertainment during the festive season. The dance embodies the spirit of
solidarity and industriousness of the Chinese nation, and symbolizes harmony between heaven and
humanity. As a cultural and artistic expression of traditional Chinese folk art, loong dance can be
seen in most places in China and among various ethnic groups during traditional festivals.

[%%]

R A R — B S RAUE SR A st REEPRBERZ L LR, B8 8. P HERE
TEIRE , BEE2TT HDUR e 8 IR SR T SR e AT 1 rh AR R (1) 1 45 Eh s K pf, RALE
ARG KK . N E G RIE ZARE RS EARNER, FElefe b ER 2 Hot X
A2 DRI AL G H A RE W2 o

[AEHT ] Dis home to” BN I RIEHZ. ... I 2, X —NE e, RoRE
o LR 1] 44 . 955 H“celebrations filled with colour and meaning” & 5 & €15, &P
i SRR B ETTH, A7 A P OCHIRIE 2 R b, P T R S R AR U
“celebrations”, PRI AT LA 25 8L B B2 F X e skak Bz, AT & SCFRIA I, @ loong
dance”#E g, XREPTEAPH—NEH A, BIENFHEESEFEEENGE. s
fEH 7 IR ] “and " IEREN AN )T, BRI CAOREFIFAIC R, AT DR Hh S ST kAT
R, @XM RS EE, U9 ST “solidarity and industriousness” & 1 % 4 1], FHPEAS
By AR R se Rk, e B R #7983 H “harmony between heaven and
humanity” /2 5 B, BN Z B RIRT M, PAFE RIS . @930 “can be
seen” e W BTG A, BRI O] DUR N E30TER, AT A 32115 - “in most places in China and
among various ethnic groups™ & Hh SUIRTE, B 75 Z B BIFIM, 76 SCHRE ST “as
a cultural and artistic expression of traditional Chinese folk art”/& & & M A), FHIEER AT DAAT & ,
VRN .

Section B (10 marks)
Translate the following paragraph into English. Write the answer on the answer sheet.

67 BB LG, FATVFZ NS EF Il B @R I8 FA T B GRS fRFF AR L8172
AR, Ik — e S AT Bt fe B 3 I8 B ] 8 R IR R 1 2
A LR I8 7 BARCIRAS T, BRATTAT BA2 il 3RA T3 21 sl B o R B Rk B R 0 Anis 2, (HK
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XA 1) ST A5 22 2 O A i

[%%]

The beginning of a new year is a time when many of us reassess our health habits. We try to keep
those that work well and drop a few that seem to prevent us from becoming our “best self”. But
have you ever wondered if you’re focusing on the right habits? In an ideal situation, we may try
every kind of healthy food and activity that we read or hear about, but most of us have to think
carefully about choosing what to pursue. Just as we might be concerned, habits like exercise,
alcohol drinking, and smoking can all impact how long we live.

[t ] OB PP N “reassess”s “TATHZ AL .....7, ECHAEH] 7 “many of us”
VRN, AT INfEE . @97 A # A work well”, X2 —MH IR, L
PR AR BEAR R IR P A keep....and drop...”, T RS, (AT E
IR 7 o @H SO 1 enT B AR I 4 B 15 “have you ever wondered”, i T %€ [ ) 2544,
AP G IERIE I . @b SCrp < BARDIRZS TR #1339 “In an ideal situation”, i/ 1/
TR R AR, BERFE S FRIE S TR T B B U I 1 460 1% 9 that we read
or hear about”, 1 F T 72 & M\ k& 1fi“healthy food and activity”. ®H SCH«IE4AIHE...... ”
PR Ay Justas...”, (EH] T HLERSE M. i Q.. OXRER ST BRI BECE A T AR A, )
T IEINIEM o <R 75 A B B “impact how long we live”, 75 fiiX — il R & R URIA,
I ARIEA) T o
Part VI 1Q Test (10 marks)

There are five IQ Test questions in this part. Write the answers on the answer sheet.

68 What comes once in a minute, twice in a moment, and never in a thousand years?

[ %] The letter M.

CAERTY XA — AN BRI 7 SR 25, A% O AE T ST ARONT =7 BRAE B 1] o FE) H AR 70 A
B “minute” ', FREM”HIL T — K. 9 “moment” 1, FREM” L T B IR . #L1i] “thousand”
H, WA TERRMY. B, BRERTREM,

69 What does the underlined phrase mean?
My grandmother took her driving test last week and passed with flying colours.

[%22] With distinction.

[A#EHT] “with flying colours™ @& — /MR IE, JHEZEFARE, FERMMSEHEI (colours)
LTI, RAEMEFIRIZRE . FEIACHE T, & by I 3 2 s AR S R it o> et €
eI, H R ARSE R

70 A bookworm finds itself on page 1 of volume 1 and begins eating straight through to the last
page of volume 5. If each book is 6 centimeters thick, including the front and back covers, which
are half a centimeter each, what is the distance the bookworm travels?

[ %] 19 centimeters.

Lt ) aniEl s, BarE et B2 1| AB% 00, 5 2 ARja— TS, Him
KN B AR S AR — U0, NS 4 AR — TSRtk ml k45 M EZ A R R — A
PN AB R RS 3L Tom; A A=A S 3 18em, &7t 19cm.

71 The square is to the area what the cube is to the
A. weight
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B. volume

C. depth

D. power

E. root
F. pressure

[%%]1B

[t ] X H 5 A LT XS ROC &R . IET7 TR IY“F 5 (square) F T 115 — 4E ) [HI AR
“area”, [FPE, LRI (cube) H Tt B = 4E AR, RIULIE#E 22 B.volume. I
Al 358 T 40 B (weight) . R (depth). Fe(power). AR(root). [ /J(pressure)5 37 A TC B %K
738

72 What is the missing figure?

[%%1D

Ot Y Jmad sz, B 1 A2 h— 418, B 3 A4 8 — 41K, WAL RN
XTI B T HE LR B R/ — s [ 20 M S OAH AR 35 — AN NS — A
KR [F) A i@l 90 o TEREXAMRUEE, 38 A KR T HERE 25 2
Part VI Error Correction (10 marks)
There are 10 errors altogether in the following passage. The errors are: missing words,
unnecessary words and wrong words. Please correct them as follows: for a missing word, mark its
position with the symbol “/A\” and write it; for an unnecessary word, cross it out with the symbol
“\”; for a wrong word, underline it and write the correct word. An example of how to correct the
error is provided below. Write the answers on the answer sheet.
73

[% %1 popping—pop

[t Y [ #5BCET 1R . “All we have to do is”Ja N AESRE L, #“do is+verb” 45 . 1%
RIKPET JAEEIR A E XTS5 to BUSAVRFIRIIN, JEH 2 EIHR G & “do iy, RiEZNA
A BRI
74

[% %1 powders—powder

b ) BIEER (RATEL40A) - “Washing powder” (PEA&K) AR #4416, TEEIE
o

75

[Z %1 much/\part—a

[t ] [BERECHRR . “so much a part”s2& SEBES5 1, B/ D i ia]“a” R BB BCAT IR VAN
O A FRATT A IS e B L — 5.

76

[% %] with—without

CAgErTY ERSCGE T JE. BT O AN AR BB (“difficult to imagine™) , “without”
AREEE. “RERREAE (ERVD ZirkER. »

77

[ %] before—since

[t A 515 k% . “has only become” (HIFESERLAT) FEHARL “since” R~ “H 1950 &
RUARAEA.......7: “before” R AT & “HLE| 1950 FA5 (H 1950 ALK , BA
FRN K2 B BEH WK .
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78

[% 2] serious—seriously

[t Y mPEES 1R . “taken” 2 307A], 7 Fl1A “seriously” &1, $4 55015 “take seriously” (IAEH
XD o
79

[% %] have—had

[t ] B aS e R . “after” 5| FHUBTEPRIE S, “problems” I fift th & A2 AE £ H)ZNME (became)
2RI, 7%k 2258 Bl “had been solved” .
80

[ % %] unaffordable—affordable

CAEMTY B R SOESOPJE. N CHER B HAIR e R, 75 “affordable” (E43
) A HEEAHRT: “unaffordable” &K .
81

[ % %] wash—washing
[t ] tHiEES R . i “of )5 75 FH 3 441 “washing” (EAKNR) 1EFTE.
82
[%%] L4 was
[t ] E&HR. “disappear”se A LWYahia], A T #3h1E& “was disappeared”, M EH
BEHFEIE.
Part VI Writing (30 marks)
Section A (10 marks)

83 Write a 120-word report on the yearly growth of China’s CPI 2024.
Write the report on the answer sheet.

[%%]

Report on China’s CPI Yearly Growth in 2024

The chart clearly demonstrates the monthly changes in China’s Consumer Price Index (CPI)
growth rate throughout 2024. At the beginning of the year, in January, the CPI experienced a
decline of 0.8%. However, it soon began to recover, with a steady upward trend that reached its
highest point at 0.7% growth in February, primarily due to Lunar New Year timing effects. The
second quarter maintained stable but low growth, with March-June increases ranging narrowly
between 0.1%-0.3%, indicating sluggish domestic demand recovery. Moderate acceleration
occurred in July-August (0.5% and 0.6% respectively), before another softening trend emerged
from September. The fourth quarter saw further moderation to 0.1%-0.3%, culminating in
December’s mere 0.1% uptick. With an annual average increase of 0.2%, this CPI pattern reveals
China’s CPI experiencing a moderate increase, with overall consumer prices maintaining stable
performance.

CEd 1 2R s 2 8 1 2024 4 & CPTHIESS: 1 H Nk 0.8%)5, 2 H RN &
PR 0.7%; FEFEFRFLE 0.1%-03% RN AR, ST RA L FRENRE T, FERG
JERITE R 0.1%, MK 0.2%, £ U] 2024 48 5 Rl et s fa B A Bk, 5 Rl Ptk
ARREF TP RRIEAT .

Section B (20 marks)
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84 The rapid evolution of Al technology has revolutionized various sectors, including education.
Write an essay on the following topic:

Double-edged sword of Al in education
Write a 180-word essay to express your opinion. Write the essay on the answer sheet.

[%%]

Double-edged Sword of Al in Education
Artificial Intelligence (Al) has brought profound changes to the field of education, offering both
remarkable benefits and notable challenges. On the positive side, Al enhances personalized
learning. Intelligent systems can analyze students’ performance and tailor educational content to
meet their specific needs, improving learning efficiency. For example, platforms like Khan
Academy use Al algorithms to provide customized exercises for learners. Additionally, Al
automates administrative tasks, allowing teachers to focus more on teaching rather than
paperwork.
However, the integration of Al in education also raises concerns. One major issue is the potential
loss of human interaction. Students may become overly reliant on machines, reducing
opportunities for meaningful communication with teachers and peers. Moreover, ethical dilemmas
arise regarding data privacy. Al systems collect vast amounts of personal information, which
could be misused if not properly safeguarded. Lastly, there is the risk of widening the educational
gap, as underprivileged schools may lack access to advanced Al technologies.
In my opinion, while Al offers transformative opportunities, its implementation must be carefully
regulated to address these challenges effectively.

[t ] CEIF R AN LR R (AD fE2E SUREEm, B s ta Pk, 1Em
Wik T AL, R ST B S AT BUCTAR, 4871 7 330K &0 17 ALK
PR, BLAE N PR LA BE B AL [ /8 DA S 208 SRR TS I KBS . e R A A
o WO AL BT, EFTEE & B MO SCE. BARAT SCGR ARSI, SBIE)s
Ko BOE R, Gk ss R H A e .
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