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2023 National English Competition for College Students
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(Total:150 marks Time:120 minutes)

Part I Listening Comprehension (30 marks)

Section A (5 marks)

In this section, you will hear five short conversations. Each conversation will be read only once. Al the end
of each conversation, one question will be asked, and you have fifteen seconds to read the four choices
marked A, B, C and D, and' decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter ‘qu the

answer sheet with a single line through the centre.
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Z.WU ndergraduate parking allowed.
B. Posigradualte parking allowed.
C. Only staff parking allowed.
D. No student parking allowed.
3‘}./11 will be more efficient to gel the work done.
B. The project is so complicated. /
C. They can make good use of their advantages.
D. It will be much better to collaborate.
4. A. A geological sample. \ﬁ/Some unknown fish.

C. Some samples of a rare plant. D. Several amazing rocks.
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5. A. The teachers are inadequately prepared.
\}/ll has remained the same for too long.
C. Pupils no longer find it enjoyable.

D. It is not sufficiently varied.

Section B (10 marks)

In this section, you will hear two long conversations. Each conversation will be read only once. Al the end

of each conversation, there will be a one—minute pause.

Conversation One

Listen to the conversation. Then read the four choices marked A, B, C and D, and decide which is the best
answer according to what you hear. Then mark the corresponding letter on the answer sheet with a single

line through the centre.

6. What is Mark going to briefly talk about?
\9./Promotion of new products. B. A new strategy for pricing.
C. Management of large companies. D. A suggestion for setling sales targets.
7. According to the woman, air tickels are cheapest if
\%hey are for weekends travel
B. they are booked well in advance
C. they are non-refundable
D. they are for group travel
8. What does Mark think revenue management is?
It’s interesting.
B. I’s complicated. S
C. It’s reasonable.
D. It’s time—consuming.
9. The airline companies’ revenue management is intended to
A. attracl more passengers
B. fly more airplanes
improve their service
D. benefit the passengers
10. What are two reasons for the new approach to pricing?
A. Marketing policies and law changes.
\yLaw changes and computer programs,



C. Needs analysis and computer programs.

N. Computer programs and murketing policies.

Conversation Two

Listen 1o the conversanon and complete the sentences with one word according Lo what you hear. Then

write the answers on the answer sheet.

11. The arguments are supported by in this version of Alex’s essay.

12. Alex read some other essays and tried to use a similar for the structure.
- Wonrs

13. There are 100 many % points of 'view i Alex’s essay.

14. The professor suggests hat Alex’s paragraphs should be

15. In academic books, paragraphs are occasionally much too

Section C (5 marks)
In this section, you will hear five short news items. Each item will be read only once. Afier each item,
there will be a fifteen—second pause. During the pause, read the question and the four choices marked A,

B. C and D, and decide which is the best answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on the answer sheet

with a single line through the centre.

16. How many artificial intclligence talents will China demand: by 20257
A. 5 million. \}./l() million. C. 25 million. D. 30 million.
17. Why will the Paris 2024 Olympic Games choose Phrygian caps as mascots?
A. They have a prominent place in French society.
hey are a symbol of revolution and freedom, of striving.
C. Thy can be seen everywhere in France.
D. They reflect the artists’ unique personification.
18. Which of the following isn’t true of the 2023 national postgraduate entrance exam?
M‘est—lakers were 170,000 more Lhan last year.
B. 4.74 million test—takers look part in the entrance exam.
C. The annual increase of 3.7 percent was considered the lowesL in years.

D. More students chose less famous universities instead of well-known bn\ej.

-3 -



19. What has been found about giraffes in the news item?
A. China has more giralles than any other country.
B. Female giruffes usually live longer than male oncs.
C. Their strong skull and strong neck bones help them get food.
\/Thcir long necks are helpful for compelitions between males,
20. Whal is the aim of Africa’s Greal Green Wall?
A. To offer more jobs for the local people.
B. To build an 8,000-kilometer—long forest.
Mo improve Lhe environment in the local area.

D. To fulfil the task the United Nations has assigncd..'

Section D (10 marks)
In this section, you will hear one monologue. The monologue will be read twice. After listening, answer the

questions using no more than five words. Write the answers on the answer sheet.

21. What do the engravings show in Namibia?

22. What is the single largest problem faced by people who manage the siles?
23. When you go lo a sile, how can you learn things?

24. Why can’t you camp on a site if you go on your own?

25. What is prohibited when you enjoy the rock art on the field trip?

\J

Part II Vocabulary & Grammar (15 marks)

There are 15 incomplete sentences in this section. For each blank there are four choices marked A, B, C
N
and D. Choose the one that best completes the sentence. Then mark the corresponding letter on the answer
sheet with a single line through the centre.
26. It is important to set yourself clear so you know what you are aiming for. \\\
/
A. objects \}/ goals C. decisions D. opportunities

27. He decided to buy a really expensive painting by a famous Renaissance painter and not a(n)

A. imitation \/B./adaption C. production D. composition
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28. The man was pul into an isolation ward because the disease was highly

\}/l/nfcclious B. destructive C. severe D. massive
29. My first job was lo arrange the files into _ order from the oldest lo the most recent.
A. alphabelical B. chronological C. numerical u)./hislorical
30. Realizing that raising citizens’ cultural confidence plays a vilal role, the government has laken a series
of measures to build more museums and make them more ___ 10 the public.
A. reasonable B. vesponsible C. applicable \yaccessible
31. The government should do more to help the __ to find a job.
A. denied B. excessive Memployed D. insecure
32. My new fridge has a little screen on the outside that _____ the internal and external temperature.
. displays B. designs C. devises D. discovers
33. I believe that banning smokers from public places is a very good idea.
A. Clearly B. Fortunately C. Justifiably Mersonaﬂy
34. Dina asked the hotel receptionist lo give her a wake—up~¢all: _ ..she overslept and missed her
flight.
A. therefore B. consequently \%:verlheless D. likewise
35. When 1 surf the Internet [ often _ . Before I know it, quite a few hours have gone by.
A. take my time B. lose track of time
\%omrol time D. make poor use of time
36. Lel’s wait until the music ___ before we announce the big news.
A. dies down B. cuts down C. sets down U/closes down
37. This is the third year ______ that a female has been chosénifg manage the club.
\/dn procession B. in success C. in process D. in succession
38. It can take __ time for people to get used to the new system.
A. long \)I./a long C. so long D. too long
39.—  You look a bit like youI need a vacalion.

—Actually, I think T just need '(6“51)eep for a week. I’ve been studying way too hard.
—You should take a week off and go lie on a beach somewhere!

A. Where did you go last weekend?

B. How is your study going? ——

C. How was your day trip 1o the Great Wall?
\})Al’hy did you stay up late last night?



40. —My doctor has suggested that [ try music therapy to reduce my pain.
—Really?
—At1 the hospital or at a private clinic.
A. Do you think music therapy will work?
B. Who does music therapy for you?
/' Where can you gel music lhcmpy?
D. How come you helieve in music therapy?

(
NJ

Part III Cloze (10 marks) .
\ |

Section A (5 marks) N

Read the following passage and fill in the blanks with the correct forms of 5 words or phrases out oj\"‘l[}& 7

agven in the box. Remember to write the answers on the answer sheet.
\
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CO, plays a crilical role in maintaining the balance in the Earth’s
atmosphere and the air that we breathe. It is also a waste product of the
fossil fuels that almost cvery person on the planel uses for transport and
G % ime we driv
other energy (41)Mﬂm aée we create CO, every time we drive a
car, cook a meal or turn on a light, and because the gas lasts around a
century in the atmosphere, the proportion of CO, in the atmosphere is

42) mp_d increasing. .

The best evidence indicates thalt we need to reduce CO, emissi\ons

by 70 percent by 2050. If you own a four—wheel-drive car and replace it with a hybrid car, or a smaller
standard—fuel car, you can achieve a reduction of that magnitude in a dé\?\({B) _ half a century.
Unfortunately, our past history of change is considerably slower than this. Samuel Bowser first invented the
petrol pump in 1885 but it wasn’t until 1988 that all new cars (44) ﬂﬂ_w_ in the UK were required lo use
unleaded petrol only.

Not only do fossil fuels pose an environmental hazard but there is also a pressing need to find an
alternative energy source thal is renewable. Opinions as to how much oil remains vary considerably. Some
say that the Earth has produced only 18 per cent of ils potential yield of oil; others say supplies may

45) as early as 2015. Many countries are exploring alternative energy sources such as solar energy
N\

\J

or wind power.



Section B (5 marks)
Read the following passage and fill in each blank with one word in one of the following three ways:
according to the context, by using the correct form of the given word(s), or by using the given letter(s) of the

word. Write the answers on the answer sheet.

“leisure activity isn’l just for fun,” says a University of Florida
(U}t') psychologist who has developed a scale that classifies
hobbies based on needs they satisfy in people. The scale can
help people lind more personal (46) _ (fulﬁl)egy giving

them insight into what they really like. “The surprising thing is

that aclivitics you might think are very different have similar
effects  (47) :ﬁ)f_ people,” said Howard E. A. Tinsley, a UF psychology professor who developed the
measurement. “Probably no one would consider acting to have the same characteristics as roller-skating or
playing baseball, but men and women who act as a hobhy report feeling an intense sense of (48) be
to a group, much the same way others do in playing sports.”

And activities providing the (49) _ (strong%ense of compelilion are nol sports, but card, arcade
and computer games, he found. Participating in soccer satisfies our desire for a sense of team, and coin
collecting and baking fulfil our need for “creativity”. *“With so many people in jobs they don’t care for,
leisure is a prized aspect of people’s lives,” Tinsley said. “Yel it's not something psychologists really study.
Economists tell us how much money people spend skiing, but nobody explains why skiing really appeals to
people. Or how one activity relates to another, perhaps in
(50) (expeclfﬂ%s," Tinsley said. “Fishing, generally
considered more of an outdoor recreational activity, for example,
is a form of sell—expression like slamp collecting, because it

gives people the opportunity lo express some aspect of their

personality by doing something completely different from their

daily routine,” he said.

Part IV Reading Comprehension (30 marks)
There are three passages in this part. Each passage is followed by several questions. Respond to the

questions using information from the passage. Remember to write the answefs-on the answer sheet.
N



Section A (10 marks)

Questions 51 to 55 arc based on the following passage.

One of the fit skills o child will learn upon enlering
school is how to write their names and the other alphabet
letters. It is a learned skill that requires knowledge of
words, fine_motor skills ( Kf 41 5)) ). and memory.
sn ' However, writing didu’l always exisl
in alphabel form as we know il loday. In fact, there was
a time when it didn’t_exist at all.

—

(52) _ _ Hieroglyphics looked like

piclures. Some pictures would represent objects. For

example, if the word was a bird, then the picture would

be a bird. These are called pictograms. However, hieroglyphics weren’t limited Lo piclogrefnig*f“SOme pictures
could represent a sound. For example, in some cases, a picture of a bird functioned as the sound “a”. It
was a very complicated form of writing. There are lotally more than 700 pictures or symbols—many more
than the 26 letters in the English alphabet. In addition, there was no punctuation. To make things more
difficult, hicroglyphics could he written from left to /tight, right to left, or even from top to bollom. Because
hieroglyphic writing had such a complex wrilten form, it took many years of practice to master il. Most
Egyptians al that time couldn’t read or write. Writing was a highly learned skill that only the government
wrilers or the priests knew how lo do it.

Like the ancient Egyptians, the ancient Chinese also developed a writing system based on pictograms
from around the period of 1500 BC. Like some hieroglyphics, the first Chinesc characters looked like the
word they were meant to represent. For example, the word sun was a visual im?g’% of the sun. Also, like
hieroglyphics, the Chinese characters weren’t limited 1o pictograms. Other characters were created Lo

represent concepts. They didn’t necessarily look like the word itself. In fact, many characters are a

combination of two or more characters. For example, the

- -
character combination of sun and moon means bright. In this — S

one two three

N A s

four  five  gix

£ N AT

Jeven eight nine ten

way, each character combination has a unique meaning. Chinese
speakers had 1o learn characters from thousands of unique
pictures to be able to read and write the language. This makes
Chinese one of the most difficult languages even today. The
form of the pictograms used in ancient Chinese writing has

changed and now only makes up a small percentage of the

Chinese characters. (53) I 2




Pictograms. like those used in uancient Egyptian and
o . Chinese writing, are slill used in today’s world. For example,
anywhere you may travel. o sign that shows a simple figure of a

MEN man or womun s sullicient to communicate which restroom is for

women and which is for men. Iu addition, you can find no-

RESTROOM @ smoking pictograms almost anywhere you go. (54)

These are used lo communicate feelings or other thoughts.

@ R Though the invention of writing starled with the use of
WOMEN |
pictograms, hieroglyphics aren’t writlen in Egypl anymore and

ancient Chinese pictograms have changed. In addition, writing has evolved and most modern languages now

use an alphabet system. (55) &

Questions 51 to 55

Choose the one which best fits each gap of 51—55 from the sentences A—G. There are two extra

sentences which you do not need to use.
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: . Still, pictograms remain the most basic form of written language communication and are still in z
:E use today. é
> R Writing is the act or skill of putting words or ideas down for others to read. E
; E\ The ancienl Egyptians created hieroglyphics, the first form of writing, around 3500 BC. §
} i\, These days. young people are also making more use of pictograms in emails and text messages in ;
the form of emojis. } ‘f
3«1 E. However, it is still considered one of the longest—lasting writing systems that exists today because §
; of its ancient roots. ﬁ
% F. The invention of writing came from a need to keep track of information, history, and money. &
; G. Along with reading, it is one of the most basic skills needed for all academics. ;
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Section B (10 marks) )
Questions 56 to 60 are based on the following passage. \

Throughout history, people have thought of the oce(a.n as a diverse and limilless source of food. Yel today
there are clear signs that the oceans have a limit. Most of the big fish in our oceans are now gone. One
major factor is overfishing. People are taking so many fish from the sea thal species cannot replace

themselves. How did this problem start? And whal is the future for fish?



Source of the Problem

For centuries, local fishermen caught only enongh fish for themselves and their communities. However,
in the mid=20th century, people around the world became interested in making protein=rich foods. such as
fish, cheaper and more available, In response to Lhis, governments gave money and other help to the fishing
industry.

As a resull, the fishing industry grew. Large commercial fishing companies began calching enormous
quantities of fish for profit and selling them To worldwide .
markets. They started using new fishing technologies that made
fishing easier. These technologies included sonar to locate fish,
and dragging large nets along the ocean floor. Modern

technology allows commercial fishermen to catch many more

fish than local fishermen can.

Rise of the Little Fish

In 2003, a scientific report estimated that only 10 percent
remained of the large ocean fish populations that existed before
commercial fishing began. Specifically, commercial fishing has
greatly reduced the number of large predatory (i 14 8Y) fish,
such as cod and tuna. Today, there are plenty of fish in the sea,
but they’re mostly just the little ones. Small fish, such as sard/ines

and anchovies, have more than doubled in number—largely
/

/

because Lhere are not enough big [ish to cal them.
This trend is a problem because ecosystems need predators to be stable. Predators are necessairy lo
Lweed out sick and weak individuals) Without this weeding out, or survival of the fittest. ccosystems become
less stable. As a result, fish are less able to survive difficulties such as pollution, environmental change, or
changes in the food supply.
A Future for Fish?
A study published in 2006 in the journal Science made a prediction: If we continue to overfish the

oceans, most of the fish that we catch now—Ifrom tluna to sardines—will largely disappear by 2050.

—

However, the researchers say[we can prevent this situation)if we reslore the ocean’s biodiversity.
———
Scientists say Lhere are a few ways we can do this. First, Lcommercial fishing companies need o calch

fewer ﬁsh) This will increase the number of large -

predatory fish. Another way to improve the biodiversity
of the oceans is to(develop aquaculture—fish farming) ‘/

Growing fish on farms means we can rely less on wild-
caught fish. This gives species the opportunities to

restore themselves. In addition, we can make good ' 7
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choices aboul what we cal. For example, we can stop cating the fish that are most in danger. If we are

careful loday. we can slill look forward 1o a future with fish.

Questions 56 to 60

Answer the following questions with the information given in the passage.

56. What mainly accounts for the disappearance of most of the big fish in the oceans?
g
57. Why can commercial [ishing companies caleh more lish Lhan local fishermen can?
58. What do ocean ecosystcms need o remain stable?
S———
59. What might happen by‘Z’O’S(_) il fishing conlinues at the current rate?

60. How can we restore the ocean’s biodiversity?
ocedan s DIOCIVER

Section C (10 marks)

Questions 61 1o 65 are based on the following passage.

A life without cars would be hard for most people to imagine. Karl
Benz invented the modem car in 1879. Aboul a. hundred years
later, cars had become available in nearly every country. In the US.
95 percent of all families have at lcast one car. In fact, driving a
car is an imporlanl stage loward becoming an adult for US [l

leenagers. At the age of 16 or 18, many teenagers will attend

driving schools and gel their driver’s license; it is their ticket to
freedom.

Cars are now making steps toward their own kind of freedom: that is, freedom from pcople. The desire
to make a sell-driving car began in the 1930s. However, il is nol easy to build the lecznology for a sell—
driving car that is not only intelligent but also safe. Sensors, CPS, 58 are Al
technologies a self—driving car needs to be able to drive on roads. The goal is to build the car to have
artificial intelligence so that it thinks and drives like a human. First, the car should know where it is.
Second. the car should be able to sense people, other cars, and objects around it. Third, the car should be
able to predict whal a nearby person or object might do next. Then it
musl be able to respond accordingly by adjusting its speed. or moving
away from the objeet.

In recent years, the lechnology for a self~driving car has reached
the point for testing on public roads. In fact, Google began testing its
sell —driving car in 2009. In addition, the state of Nevada issued the

first license for a driverless car in 2012. As of 2017, more than a dozen



US states allow for sell~driving curs 10 be tested on
public roads, and Googles sell —driving cars have
already driven more than 1.5 mwillion miles,

Public opinion of self=driving cars is mixed al

best. A self =driving car has clear advantages. lor

example, riding in a car would no longer he limited

by age or ability, A child under the age of 16 would be able 1o ride in a sell=driving car alone with no
need for a license. A blind person could rely on a sell—driving car 10 go from one place to another. In
addition. most crashes are due lo people making mistakes. Many accidents are caused by such problems gs
people using the phone while driving, [alling asleep, or driving while drunk to name a few. With a self-
driving car, people would not need to worry aboul such siluations on the road.

However, there are also serious concerns when it comes to self—driving cars. First, the technology is
still far from perfect. A self—driving car relies only on its sensors, GPS, and compuler programs lo work
properly. If any of these were Lo break or be used for purposes other than they are intended, the s ?ly and

DS Yty —
security of the rider as well as other people on the road could be put al risk. Drivers may nol trust or want
to give up complele control to a self-driving car. Another concern is that self-driving cars will probably be
too expensive for the average family to afford. In addition, there would be a serious loss of most driving-
related jobs. Finally, some drivers see driving as more than just a means to gel from one place lo another.,

Driving brings a sense of freedom and pleasure that many drivers mighl nol want to let go of. Self~driving

cars look to be a part of the near future, but how much of a role they will play can only be determined by

time.

Questions 61 to 65

Complete the summary below with information from the passage, using no more than three words for each

blank.
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Part V Translation (15 marks)

Section A (5 marks)

Translate the following paragraph into Chinese. Remember to write the answer on the answer sheet,

66. Nowadays we often hear the word “sustainable” being used a great deal in academic journals and
periodicals. Environmentalists in particular insist thal any development should be sustainable. They
argue Lhal sustainable practices have greal benefils for us and can have a significant impact on the
future of our planel. However, the word “sustainable” needs to be clearly deflined. Suslainable

development consists in exploiting our natural resources without destroying them.

Section B (10 marks)

Translate the following paragraph into English. Remember (o irité the answer on the answer sheet.
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Part VI IQ Test (10 marks) P

There are five 1Q Test questions in this part. Write The answers on the answer sheet.

68. Do you really think we can sell our cars in Japan? IUs like carrying coals to Newcastle.

What is the Chinese meaning of the underlined phrase?
69. Which word in brackels is most opposile in meaning Lo the word in capitals?

INDIGENT (rich, peaceful, eager, powerful %
e ) lndqu
70. What number should replace the question mark‘?

HEIES




71.

V is lo:
as

is lo:

¢4

A. C. ¢ D. £ E. =

72. Which option below continues lhe given sequence?

AL B.N \/ D. x E.

Part VII Error Correction (10 marks)

There are 10 errors altogether in the following passage. The errors are: missing words, unnecessary words
and wrong words. Please correct them as follows: for a'missing word, mark its position with the symbol “ \"
and write it; for an unneceswrd. cross it out with the symbol “\"; for a wrong word, underline it and
write the correct word 4?\example of how to correct the error is provided below. Write the answers on the

Y é

One of my favorite writers are Charlofte Bronté. She was born in the early nineteenth
is
century when women had far fewer opportunities /A they have now. She lived in a
than
small village in Yorkshire and she took great pleasure in walking on the moors

answer sheet.

For example:

where near her home.




When radio took off in the 1920s, its effcel was revolutionary. Yel a few

years early, when Marconi was working on transmitling messages rom 73.
z
the land to ships at sea. history recorded his sense of disappointing ul the fac 74. 1IN

that the messages could be picked anywhere. 1le had envisioned something
similar to a privately telephone conversation. only over a wireless network.

At first, there was no plan in place for broadeast radio. but its popularity

booms. People no longer had (o go out to hear music or wail days o hear news,
G

Radio was both entertaining and informed_and, although the advent of ¢inema
Inlormec,

and 1elevision brief threatened ils existenee, radio adapled and prospered 78.
alongside the new developmenty Even today. many million of listeners 79.
remain very fond the medium. 80.
To a large extent, the Internel now covers our need lo be informed,
enterlained and in a conlact with one another, so the survival of radio 8 _
in its present form is by any means guaranteed. g2. Somé

75. _PLiVM?/

76. [iston
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Part VIII Writing (30 marks)

Section A (10 marks)

83. All jobs can be stressful, bul some jobs are much more stressful than others. Below are some high— and

low-stress jobs in America, along with their annual median salaries.

HIGH- AND LOW-STRESS JOBS

Write a report in 80-100 words based on the information above.



Section B (20 marks)

84. Nowaday¢ 4 lot of people ind=t.difficult to wrile letiers and cven think jt unnecessary (o wrile lellers

Letter writing is a dving arl.

What is your view on this? Write an essay in at least 120 words on the answer sheet.

_]6._.



