UNIT 7 DISASTERS AND ACCIDENTS

PART ONE WARMING UP
(Task: What natural disasters or man-made disasters have you ever heard of? Discuss with your partner and put the letters a to s into the following table.
	Types of disasters
	Examples

	Natural disasters
	Geological 
	b; d; f; g; l;

	
	Atmospheric 
	h; m; n; r; s

	
	Biological
	e; p

	Man-made
	
	a; c; i; j; k; o; q


PART TWO LISTENING

Text 1

“The Day after Tomorrow” *
(Task 1: Listen to the video clip and fill the gaps.
Key

1. greenhouse gases; an ice age  
2. global warming  
3. paradox; trigger   
4. owes 
5. melting; disrupting   

6. warm climate   
7. pay the price   

8. fragile; polluting  
9. claims  
10. sensational

(Task 2: Watch the video clip again and answer the following questions.
Key
1. The earth will get into an ice age.
2. Our children and grandchildren will have to pay the price.
3. Measures of alleviating global warming would cost the world’s economy hundreds of billions of dollars.

4. Fossil fuels burning and environmental pollution

5. The size of Rhode Island 

(Task 3: Listen to the following part twice and underline the words and phrases that are attached with stress. Imitate the stress and read this part.
Yes, it is a paradox, but global warming can trigger a cooling trend. Let me explain. The Northern Hemisphere owes its temperate climate to the North Atlantic Current. Heat from the sun arrives at the equator and is carried north by the ocean. But global warming is melting the polar ice caps and disrupting this flow. Eventually it will shut down. And when that occurs, there goes our warm climate.

Text 2
Air crash in New York *
(Task 1: Listen to the following report and complete the fact file.
	City where plane crash happened
	Hudson River,  New York

	Cause of the plane crash
	a flock of geese flew into the plane, causing it to lose power in both engines and one engine to catch fire

	Part of day crash happened
	3:26 pm in the afternoon

	Number of people aboard the plane 
	155

	Number of minutes after take-off the plane ditched in the river
	nearly 3 minutes


	How people survived the crash
	passengers climbed out through the emergency exits


	Why several passengers were taken to hospitals  
	because of the extreme cold

	The last person to leave the plane
	The pilot of the plane 


(Task 2: Listen again and imitate one part of the news. Pay attention to the stress, weak forms, and rhythm.
Key (weakened parts)
The plane immediately started taking in water but fortunately water taxis and boats that had seen the crash were waiting by the aircraft. Passengers and crew stood on the wings of the plane in the icy cold water and were helped into the boats. Over the next hour, as New York watched the event on television, everyone on the plane, including a baby, was safely taken ashore. Several passengers were taken to hospitals for treatment, mostly because of the extreme cold. Their injuries are not reported to be serious.
PART THREE SPEAKING

(Task 1: Watch a clip from the movie 2012 (**) and fill in the blanks with the words you have heard.

Key

1. chief science advisor

2. forced

3. stick to

4. extinction

5. connected all the dots

(Task 3: Take notes of the names of the countries mentioned in the text.

Key

	Russia; China; Japan
The United Kingdom; Spain; France; Canada; Germany; Italy 


PART FIVE HOMEWORK

(Task 1: Watch a short clip from “How the world will end” (*) and take notes on the five natural disasters that may bring the earth to an end.
Key

1. an ARkStorm

2. an asteroid impact
3. a mega tsunami
4. mega quake
5. a super volcano [image: image1.png]
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